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OHIO FIELD MEN’S MEETING. 


THE joint meeting of the union and non- 
union field forces of Ohio at Put-in-Bay last 
week was more than an outing. It was not a 
mere junketing trip at the expense of the 
companies. The assemblage of diverse ele- 
ments indicated a desire for better field co- 
operation. Friendly intercourse always means 
a smoothing of angularities. Men on friendly 
terms are less apt to disregard the ethics of 
the calling. It is well for the field corps of 
all companies to get together in a social way, 
meet face to face in a cordial spirit. To know 
associates better is an advantage. It 
is a small spirit to discourage these meetings. 
They do not come frequently, but they should 
form a part of the year’s experiences. To 
complain of two days’ expense is still smaller 
work on part of companies. The esprit de 
corps of a state’s field force counts for much, 
and the development of harmony in the spe- 
cial agency ranks can only be secured by the 
removal of sharp edges and suspicion, and the 
maintenance of greater honesty in the busi- 
Joint meetings serve to this desired 


’ 
one s 


ness. 


end. 





NEED A WELL CLASSIFIED LIBRARY. 


[HE suggestion has been made that the Fire 
UNDERWRITERS ASSOCIATION OF THE NOorTH- 
WEST get its library at Chicago in better shape. 
There are a number of books and periodicals 
in the library which are seldom used. A move- 
ment is on foot to catalogue the library, add to 
it, as far as possible, and make it a working 
library. The Library Institute at Boston is 
well systematized and has a good catalogue, so 
that a man desiring to look up any subject or 
authority on insurance can do so with little 
trouble. The same system might be applied 
to the NorTHWESTERN ASSOCIATION library so 
that it would become useful to members. It 
has also been suggested that a plan be formu- 
lated so that members not resident in Chicago 
can have the privilege of having books sent 

them. The library of the association now is 

mparatively a dead letter and of no use to 
nyone. It can be made a valuable feature. 
is understood that a committee is now at 
ork endeavoring to devise a plan to make 


library more complete and useful to its 
embers, 


END OF THE IOWA BOND. 


r'HE reinsurance of the NoRTHWESTERN LIFE 
Savincs Company, following so shortly the 
bsorption of the NationaL Lire & Trust 
-OMPANY, means doubtless the passing of the 
famous ten-year bond contract, or the Iowa 
nd, as it was familiarly termed. This con- 
ract will continue to be written, but it will 
‘t be the simon-pure Iowa bond. It will 
“ppear in more refined and modified forms 





and will not carry with it such exaggerated 
estimates. The contract came into disrepute 
solely because people were deceived to 
prospective profits. Actuarily and otherwise, 
the contract is logical, but it paves the way 
for alluring statements. The public was not 
able to grasp the contract, but took the word 
of agents as to its merits and possible results. 
The public is always looking for large re- 
turns, and when such are promised in con- 
nection with an old line life company trans- 
acting business under the legal reserve law, 
the public makes up its mind that the contract 
must be a good one. 

Companies that write this form now will 
doubtless see to it that the contract sold 
strictly on its merits. If the public will not 
purchase it on its merits, it should be retired 
at once. A life company should be the last 
institution to deceive. 


as 
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HOW THE PUBLIC HAS RAISED RATES 


THE one insurance topic in which the pub- 
lic is vitally interested is rates. In an indif- 
ferent way it shows a little interest in the 
strength and stability of companies, but the 
premium is what comes straight home. For 
the past year and a half the public has been 
raising one long wail because rates have gone 
up. With the natural tendency to place the 
blame on somebody else it has condemned 
the insurance “trust” and its hirelings for en- 
tering into conspiracies to fleece the people, 
never apparently imagining that the people 
themselves are mostly responsible for fire in- 
surance rates as they stand at present. 

Let us go back years ago to the time when 
an insurance contract was like any other con- 
tract, a thing to be entered into between man 
and man without any interference from any 
source. One man represented one or more fire 
insurance companies. Another had property 
he wanted insured. The two met, the agent 
fixed the rate and wrote the policy, the insurer 
paid the premium and that was the end of the 
transaction unless there was a fire. If rates 
were too high other agents or other companies 
reduced them under competition. The rate 
was supposed to be sufficient to pay losses, 
agents’ commissions, operating expenses and 
leave a fair profit for the business done and 
the capital invested. 

Then the public established insurance de- 
partments in every State. Their object was 
obstensibly to protect the people from irrespon- 
sible companies, which was perfectly right, but 
the expense of maintaining them was put upon 
the responsible companies and was made much 
higher than the actual cost amounted to, the 
surplus going to the States. Valued policy laws 
were passed, enabling thieves to burn their 
property at a profit. Direct taxes on premiums 
were discovered to be an easy methc4 0% rais- 
ing revenue and the method was quite gener- 
ally adopted. Taxes for fire marshals and fire 
departments were added in some places. While 
the public was thus running the expense ratio 
up, it was perhaps equally active in running up 
the loss ratio. Kerosene was introduced as 
an illuminant and it increased the hazard. 
Gasoline has become a popular fuel and illu- 
minant and it certainly has to its’discredit vast 
fire losses. Now electricity for illuminating 
and power has been added to the list of new 
hazards. New manufacturing processes, 
crowding together of buildings, increased occu- 
pancy by renters and greater carelessness on 
the part of the public generally, all have con- 
tributed to make the fire waste greater and the 
companies’ losses heavier. 

The increased expense and loss continued 
until underwriting profit disappeared for many 
companies, and yet the rates were not greatly 
advanced. Finally the condition became so 
bad that something had to be done, and what 
was done was, in the opinion of the public, 
a plenty. If that portion of the rates which 
represents what the public has done could be 
cut out, it would cause great rejoicing through- 





out the land, but it will not, for the people like 
indirect taxes and expensive luxuries, however 
little they enjoy paying for them. 





DECISIONS AS TO EXPLOSIOXS. 
CONSIDERABLE comment has been made on 
the recent decisions of the courts in regard to 
so-called explosion losses. In Grand Rapids, 
Detroit and in Chicago the decisions have all 
been against the companies, and the Roths- 
child’s loss in Chicago was compromised. In 
these various instances the companies brought 
forth proof which showed that explosion pre- 
ceded the fire. It seems to indicate that the 
explosion clause in a policy is almost useless, 
as the companies have not been able to get 


much of a show when the subject is brought 
into court. 





4ETNA LIFE HAS LIABILITY LICENSE. 





Illinois Insurance Department Yields to De- 
cision of Judge Tuthill on the Much 
Discussed Point. 





The Etna Life Insurance Company has now 
received its license to transact liability insur- 
ance in Illinois, following the decision of Judge 
Tuthill of Chicago to the effect that it could 
do a multiform business. Its new license is 
for life, personal accident and health insur- 
ance and also liability, the clause covering 
the latter reading: “Insurance against loss or 
damage resulting from accident to, or injury 
suffered by an employe or other person, for 
which accident or injury the person insured is 
liable in accordance with the laws of the State 
of Illinois.” 





GET THE AGENCY OF THE LOUISVILLE. 


Newberger & Co. Are Appointed Sole Agents 
of the Company for Chicago and 
Cook County. 


Newberger & Co. of Chicago have been 
appointed sole agents of the Louisville Insur- 
ance Company for Chicago and Cook county. 
This will add to their office capacity, and the 
appointment regarded as a good one. 
Messrs. Newberger & Co. are building up a 
fine agency, and, being managers for the Scot- 
tish National, has brought them into promi- 
nence throughout the country. The Armenia 
of Pittsburg, for which they are to act as 
general agents for Illinois, is now being ex- 
amined by the department and will be admitted 
in due season. In the meantime they are 
binding for the company. The Scottish Na- 
tional is making a strong start the 
safest lines. 


is 


along 





SIMPSON GETS SPECIAL AGENCY. 

Harry L, Simpson, connected with the com- 
pact office in Denver, has been appointed 
special agent for the Pennsylvania Fire in the 
mountain field. Manager Barry has just re- 
turned from that territory. 





TO GIVE DECISION SEPT. 10. 

It is now announced that Judge McPherson 
will render his decision on the constitutionality 
of the anti-compact law of Iowa on September 
10. The club companies are endeavoring to 
get outside agencies in line at Des Moines and 
have established non-intercourse. The outsid- 
ers state they will take no action until the de- 
cision is rendered. 





J. G. Fay, who has been with the agency of 
C. W. Drew & Co. at Chicago for ten years, 
goes with Critchell, Miller, Whitney & Bar- 
bour. 





The Western Underwriter 
policy registers. 

We have megpection slip cases to accommodate 
any kind of slips. 

We handle a popular form of reinsurance 
register for companies. 


Company handles 
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FIELD MEN’S JOINT MEETING. 


OHIO SPECIAL AGENTS. HAVE OUTING. 








Albert Blauvelt and Electrical Inspector Town- 
send Discuss Interesting Topies—Annual 
Event Is to Be Continued. 


A joint meeting of the Ohio Field Club 
and the Ohio League was held at the Hotel 
Victory, Put-in-Bay, last Thursday and Fri- 
day. The object of the gathering was to fos- 
ter a more friendly spirit among the field 
forces by assembling in a social capacity. 

There was a. representative attendance of 
field men, an excellent for the first 
affair of the kind. It was regarded as an ex- 
periment, but the experimental stage was soon 
passed. The number of special agents at hand 
the morning of the first day stamped the move- 
ment a success. 

Work Kept Several Men Away. 

Some men were, regrettably, kept away on 
account of duties that needed immediate at- 
tention, especially loss matters. But few 
showed indifference to attendance at the meet- 
ing. Those who were not present are to be 
commiserated. The leaders of the State were 
there willing to show a manifestation of good 
feeling and to advance a more fraternal spirit. 
There were no discordant elements in the 
“symposium,” 

It was not the intention of the committee 
in charge to take up jointly issues in the field 
and discuss matters of common interest in 
open meeting, especially this year, but to bring 
the men together in friendly intercourse, and 
thus put the social feature to the fore. 


Only One Session Was Held. 


The committee deemed it advisable to hold 
but one formal session, and that was Friday 
morning, when Albert Blauvelt of the Western 
Factory Association and W. T. Townsend, 
electrical inspector for the Ohio Inspection 
Bureau, spoke. 

Field Situation in the State. 


The field situation in Ohio is more satis- 
factory than it has been for some time, despite 
factional feeling, suspicion and personal griev- 
ances, which have been ruling forces in the 
State for many years. Joint assemblages, as 
that at Put-in-Bay, serve to bring men to- 
gether when other means would fail. 

It is well that these Put-in-Bay annual events 
are to be continued. At the meeting a com- 
mittee was appointed, consisting of Bonar of 
the North America, Shrefller of the Hartford, 
Vernon of the Ohio Mutual, and Smith of the 
German of Freeport, to consider the advisa- 
bility of continuing the annual joint conclave. 
The committee recommended that the outing 


record 


be called annually, to be termed the “sym- 
posium of QOhio’s underwriters.” The origi- 
nal “symposiarch,” L. J. Bonar, was made 


chairman of the committee on arrangements 
for next year. He will appoint his own as- 
sistants. 

Canfield Acted as President. 

Ira W. Canfield of the American of New 
Jersey was chairman of the formal session, 
he being president of the Ohio League. Mr 
Canfield has long been a stalwart among the 
non-union forces and a prominent leader in 
the field. It was a compliment to preside at 
the meeting, which Mr. Canfield gracefully 
acknowledged. 

Mr. Blauvelt Is lateoduced. 


Mr. Canfield introduced Albert Blauvelt, who 
stated that no formal paper would be pre- 
sented, but an informal talk on sprinkled risks, 
requesting that questions be asked during the 
course of the discussion. 

lhe speaker said that the equipment of risks 
began in 1888 Some 200 different devices 
have been patented and yet so few have proven 
successful. An equipment should not be 





judged by its name, but by the workmanship 
put on it and its construction. Devices require 
an extremely competent manufacturer, good 
material, skilled hands and excellent tools. 


Problem to Put Fire Out Cheaply. 


The problem of the sprinkler equipment is to 
put out fire as cheaply as possible. Heads 
must be uniform in their relationship to heat. 

The sprinkler company may or may not put 
in the underground work up to the point of 
the riser. The owner may believe it wiser and 
more economical to put it out on contract to 
others. 

A standard risk is one that has been equipped 
according to the rules of the National Board 
of Fire Underwriters. There are some risks 
that are very difficult to equip and exceedingly 
expensive, yet the rules can be made to apply. 
The rules contain certain latitude and require 
judgment. 

Requirements of the Mutuals. 

The requirements of the Mutuals do not 
differ materially from those of the National 
Board, in fact, the differences are all contained 
in the latitude allowed under the rules. 
Mutuals want pumps but do not maintain auto- 
matic connection. They do not like pressure 
tanks. It is a question whether the set rules 
are the wisest, but they are good and fixed, no 
great modifications being likely to be made. 


Rates Not Intelligently Made. 


Rates on sprinkled risks have never been 
intelligently made by stock companies. They 
have pursued no scientific system. The fire 
cost can be found by proper classification. The 
method of comparing premiums and losses to 
get fire cost is a false one, as amount at risk 
should be taken into consideration with losses 
and other features. The stock companies out- 
side the Western Factory Association have no 
reliable statistics on sprinkled risks, but the 
Mutuals have. Rating as to fire cost expect- 
ancy must in time come. 


Deprecates Flat Rate Decreases. 


Mr. Blauvelt pointed out the absolute falsity 
of making any fixed arbitrary flat decrease in 
the old rate to get the rate for an equipped 
risk. Some very hazardous plants carrying a 
high unprotected rate when sprinkled may be- 
come preferred. The greatest benefit comes in 
the so-called “tough” risks when they become 
sprinkled. The flat percentage reduction, it is 
easily seen, would be unjust. Not even a mod- 
ification of a horizontal reduction can be de- 
fended. ‘Such methods on part of stock com- 
panies furnish the finest lines for cleavage on 
part of the Mutuals. 


Grading of Equipped Risks. 


One cannot tell the degree of extinguishing 
power before a loss, but by investigating losses 
the data can be applied to similar conditions. 
The National Board rules can be applied to 
almost any kind of risk. The frequency of 
fires and degree of initial hazard are of prime 
importance. There is a wider range here than 
in unequipped risks. 

The subject of smoke damage is one that is 
not developed as much as it will be in equipped 
plants. This will come up in case of tobacco 
stocks, for example. 

Water damage is another factor to be taken 
into consideration. In some stocks an equip- 
ment may be of little value other than saving 
the building. 

Moral Hszard in Equipped Risks. 

There is not a large degree of moral hazard 
in equipped risks. It comes under the head of 
carelessness or neglect. We see it sometimes 
in rented buildings where there is a conflict be- 
tween owner and tenant as to who shall keep 
the plant in order. The owner may be away 
so he can not be reached. 

As to prohibited classes, if a company can 
get good advices as to risks, there is probably 
no class that need to be eliminated. There are 
lines where the hazard is great, such as cereal, 
glucose or sulphide plants, elevators and such, 





or in cases where the corrosive factor is 
strong. Some buildings are so tall and narrow 
that the hazard is increased. 

Special agents not fully informed as to 
sprinkler equipments often make a hobby of a 
single point that has been impressed upon them 
and require it to be standard in contradistinc- 
tion to all others when inspecting. These 
hobbies are very noticeable when men not ex- 
perts are inspecting. 

Methodical inspection teaches the assured 
how to care for his plant, as well as brings out 
defects. 

Mutual Company Competition. 


The agency system of stock companies has 
some disadvantages in the contest for sprinkled 
risks. The class of men operating risks im 
portant enough to equip have a higher and 
more autocratic caste of mind than the others. 
They are better educated, well informed, and 
have the best mechanical genius in some high 
position. The local agents, special agents and 
raters of stock companies are not experts, and 
therefore owners of plants find in dealing 
with these insurance men they are not talk- 
ing to those acquainted with the phases of 
sprinkler equipments. The solicitors and in- 
spectors of mutuals, on the other hand, are 
experts. Again, in dealing with mutuals, only 
one inspector need make the rounds, and he 
is competent. 

Advice to Special Agents. 


Mr. Blauvelt advised the field men to secure 
the literature of the National Fire Protec- 
tion Association and familiarize themselves 
with it. They should be associate members. 
In this way men get uniform information of 
an expert nature. Manufacturers belong to 
associations and compare notes as to what 
requirements are made of them. 

In a plant one man should be made respon- 
sible for the care of the equipment and another 
is needed to check him up. 

In making inspections and tests it is well 
to follow the rules of field practice of the Na- 
tional Fire Protection Association. No in- 
spection is perfect. There may be some hidden 
defect that the finest expert wili not discover. 
The special agent will discover 90 per cent 
of the defects that can be traced under the 
rules. An expert can reduce this to one-half 
of 1 per cent. Do not rely on the word of 
anyone in inspecting. See it yourself. 

Future of the Sprinkled Business. 


Mr. Blauvelt stated that it will be more 
difficult to make money on sprinkled busi- 
ness in the future. There is greater compe- 
tition from year to year. Rates are declin- 
ing. The margin of profit will eventually be 
as small as that on other classes. 

The tendency is to carry large lines on 
equipped plants. There is no mathematical 
calculation to warrant it. Large lines are dis- 
advantageous in many ways. It is difficult to 
get an average, and much more so when large 
lines are written. The illogical policy of com- 
panies as to lines is deplored. 

Depreciation of Equipment. 


Existing equipments will depreciate. A sys- 
tem ought to last fifteen years in ordinary 
cases, some may operate for thirty or forty 
years. There may be alterations in conditions 
of the plant. The original water supply may 
have changed. The assured is perhaps more 
indifferent as to the care of the plant. A 
second owner seldom watches the system wit! 
the same caution as the original. Time brings 
internal defects in the system. The depr¢ 
ciation of systems will bring greater losses 
The experience of one year is without signifi 
cance. Only five-year periods in comparing 
results should be considered. 

Mr. Blauvelt’s remarks were most instruc 
tive and were given thoughtful attention. 


Inspector Townsend’s Paper. 


Electrical Inspsctor Townsend read an abl 
paper devoted to the electrical hazard. A sum 
mary of this paper would be impracticable. 
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It needs to be read as a whole and studied. 
Fortunately it will be published in pamphlet 
form and distributed. 

Mr. Townsend referred to 
electrical fire losses, the inferior equipment 
used in many places, the unskilled labor in 
wiring, etc. He dwelt at length on the causes 
of electrical fires and gave points to be ob- 
served in inspection. 

Mr. Townsend’s paper showed him a com- 
plete master of his subject, a thoroughly 
trained electrical expert. 


the numerous 


SYMPOSIUM SNAP SHOTS. 


Neal Rowland and Geo. March were there. 
Enough said. 


The slot machines were numerous and did 
a profitable business. 


Hewitt, of the Insurance Post, 
very pressing business. 


was there cn 


A session of the stars was called Friday 
night in the Grotto. Much business was trans- 
acted. 


The Victory people evidently believed they 
had an easy crowd from the financial extras 
put on bills. 


On Thursday evening at dinner, a portion of 
the room was reserved exclusively for the 
insurance people. 


General Agent Gallagher was up in Mich- 
igan on his vacation, got mixed in his dates 
and arrived the afternoon of the last day. 


Some field men were accompanied by their 
wives and other members of the family, but 
the delegation of ladies was not as extensive 
as it should have been. 


Messrs. B. R. McClintick of the Manchester, 
and W. C. Lyman of the Royal, the two new 
field men, were initiated with mysterious but 
sacred ceremonies on Thursday evening. 


The prize swimmers were Carey of the Phe- 
nix of Hartford, and Campbell of the German 
of Indiana. The “‘also swams” were Ransom, 
Rowland, McClintick and March. 


The band concerts on the extensive veranda 
were appreciated. On Friday morning the 
band music acted as an accompaniment for the 
talks of Blauvelt and Townsend. 


J. P. Singleton, of the Niagara, the only 
genuine resident of the island, was chief mas- 
ter of ceremonies, having a band to meet every 
boat. He entertained some of the specials at 
dinner on Friday at his cottage. 


rhe State Mutuals were represented by 
Grand High Mogul Vernon of the Ohio, Cook 
of the Mansfield, Postmaster Purmort of the 


Central Manufacturers, Stevenson of the 
Knox, Wetzell of the Springfield Under- 
writers, 

Carey of the Phoenix of Hartford was ini- 


tiated into the Mystic Order of the 
Graveyard at the swimming beach, 


Ancient 
the pall- 


bearers being “Pinkie” McClintick, Ransom, 
Rowland and March. As_ they bore him 
gently out the pier for the baptism they 


cn hanted : 
e had to carry Carey to the ferry, 
And the ferry carried Carey to the shore, 
d the reason they carried Carey to the ferry, 
Was that Carey couldn’t carry any more. 


\mong the outsiders present were: Fred 
Brooks of Detroit, C. F. Barnard of ihe 
estern Adjustment at Cleveland, Secretary 
rembor of the German of Freeport, Secre- 
ry Feiler of the Western Underwriters, Man- 
cr Patton of the Cleveland Inspection 
ureau, Superintendent Walling of the Toledo 
eau, ‘a Sanderson of the Western 
Ut W. Neale and F. P. Thomas, Cleve- 
line d ten ai agents, W. C. Hall of Hall & Harter 
* Akron, and Manager Ross of the Ohio 
vents Association. 





George W. Taylor of Boston states that he 
Ss signed a contract with a foreign company 
ith a million capital to represent it in the 
nited States and Canada. Mr. Taylor, beyond 
cknowledging this fact, declines to reveal the 
lame of the company, but added it would 
posit and qualify in New York State early 


in November and that it was not a British 
meern. 





IOWA LIFE COMPANY QUITS. 


REINSURANCE DEAL IS CONSUMMATED 





Northwestern National Life of Minneapolis 
Takes Over the Northwestern Life and 
Savings of Des Moines. 


The reinsurance of the Northwestern Life 
& Savings Company of Des Moines in the 
Northwestern National Life of Minneapolis 
marks the end of a persistent and spectacular 
fight that has been prosecuted against the lowa 
company ever since it became a factor in the 
field. 

The Northwestern reached a point where it 
had to be reckoned with in competition. It 
was reaching out after business that almost 
bc wildered competitors, and especially in the 
country districts it was striking the lines of 
least resistance very hard. 

Reinsurance Came as a Surprise. 

The reinsurance deal came as a surprise, es- 
pecially so to its large managers who were not 
cognizant that any transaction was on foot. 
Most of them had put considerable money into 
their agencies and were building up profita- 
ble offices. The company felt it had a free 
and field since the National Life & 
Trust of Des Moines reinsured and hence a 
harder drive for business was made than ever 
before, many of the National’s agents casting 
their lot with the Northwestern. The mana- 
gers were not consulted as to the reinsurance 
proceedings and hence the news came as a 
body blow. Last week articles appeared in the 
pepers stating that such a deal was on, but it 
Was strenuosuly denied at both ends of the line. 
The officers hastened to assure managers that 
the reports were groundless. 


open 


Cause of the Reinsurance. 


The immediate cause of the reinsurance was 
the revocation of the company’s license by the 
Minnesota department. This was _ brought 
about by the publication of a very indiscreet 
open letter signed by the officers and direct- 
ors, published in St. Paul and Minneapolis 
papers, attacking the recent letters of William 
E. Curtis published in the Chicago Record- 
Herald, wherein he hammered the ten-year 
bond proposition to a finish. This letter in- 
dulged freely in bitter personalities, charging 
Mr. Curtis with being in the employ of eastern 
rivals. It will be remembered that Mr. Curtis 
had an interview with Commissioner Dearth 
of Minnesota and quoted him on the issue. 
While in some respects Mr. Dearth repudiated 
the interview as misrepresenting him, yet he 
stated that he felt the company and agents 
were guilty of misrepresentation and the stock- 
holders had been compensated too liberally at 
the expense of the policyholders. 

After the letter was published, it reflected 
somewhat on Mr. Dearth and he promptly took 
action. Some of the directors feared that this 
would be a body blow and that other depart- 
ments might take similar action. 

Investigation Was Made. 


The Northwestern National Life had been 
making overtures to Northwestern  stock- 


holders after the Curtis letters appeared but 
had not made much headway. A committee 
of the directors went to Minneapolis, investi- 
gated the Northwestern National, ascertained 
that the deal would be ratified by Commis- 
sioner Dearth, and made a provisional con- 
tract with the Northwestern National. Some 
of the directors desired to continue, but others 
became panic-stricken and were determined to 
unload, especially as they had an opportunity to 


sell their stock at between 300 and 400 per 
cent. The Northwestern had $100,000 capital, 


so the stockholders made a splendid profit. 
Beginning of the Controversy. 
The Northwestern was organized in 1896 by 
C. C. Crowell, the present secretary, who had 
been with the New York Life. He was the 





father of the ten-year bond contract. He 
terested a number of men in the enterprise and 
began to push for business. The policy was 
popular and exaggerated estimates were put 
out as to profits. The agents found plenty of 
people who were attracted by so alluring a 
proposition. The company found instant suc 
cess and prominent men of Des Moines pur- 
chased stock and had weight in the field where 
their names were mentioned by agents. 

The company at once began piling up assets 
and paying handsome dividends. In its hey- 
dey time it was said that its stock could not 
be purchased for $500 a share. It entered 
several States and had open sesame to the in 
surance department of Iowa, so it received just 
about what it desired. 

Other Agents Begin Attacks. 

The successful operations of the company in 
the field soon drew out a rapid cross-fire from 
rival agents. 
against the Other companies began 
a systematic attack at every vulnerable point. 
Its estimates were exposed, its system was 
flayed and the management condemned. It 
seemed to thrive on this criticism. The prom 
inent men on the board of directors were 
pointed to as the bulwark of the company. 


Literature was gotten out galore 
company. 


Fatal Mistake Was Made. 


The great mistake the Northwestern made 
was during the effort of Manager Starnes of 
the National Life & Trust to raid the 
pany’s managerial and agency force. He came 
in contact with Secretary Crowell of the 
Northwestern in Denver and Salt Lake City. 
Secretary Crowell was fired up to the fighting 
point. He wrote letters to the 
pepers attacking the National 
claiming it was insolvent. He wrote to 
some insurance departments making similar 
charges. Among these was the Minnesota de 
partment 


com- 


insurance 
Life & Trust, 
also 


Examinat'on by Minnesota Department. 

Commissioner Dearth on receiving Mr. 
Crowell’s letter determined to make an exam 
ination of the National, but at the same time 
argued that the Northwestern was writing the 
same class of business and he 
make an examination of that company 
Actuary Wolfe of New York first examined 
the National and later the Northwestern. The 
report on the latter company did not appear 
for some time. The officers were greatly 
taken back at the severe strictures. There was 
backing and filling for an extended period 
during which a supplemental examination was 
made. The report was finally issued and ex- 
posed the methods and condition of the com 
pany at several points. This report 
used with telling effect by 
policyholders became 


would also 


was at 
rivals and 
much disturbed. 


once 


Used a Dearth Letter. 
Letters from policyholders’ used as decoys 
were sent to Commissioner Dearth to endeavor 
te get him to palliate the effect of the report. 
During his absence a wrote a letter, 
which in mild terms was in favor of the com- 
pany. The Northwestern used this, it being 
signed with Mr. Dearth’s rubber stamp. 
Thousands were photographed and distributed 
Mr. Dearth had something of an 
with the company over this, 
sured the 


clerk 


altercation 
until he 
letters would be recalled. 


was as 


Effect of the Curtis Correspondence. 

Just as the Dearth matter was subsiding 
and the company had regained its footing, 
W. E. Curtis of the Record-Herald in his cor- 
respondence unmercifully lampooned the ten 
year bond proposition. He had two letters 
concerning the contract and the system of the 
Iowa bond companies printed. This stirred 
up a hornet’s nest of huge dimensions and the 
company found itself in an embarrassing posi- 
tion. Efforts were made to counteract the 
effect of this publication, but of no great avail 
A committee from the directors, consisting of 
W. L. Eaton and John Blair, went to St. Paul 
and were closeted for several hours with Com- 
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missioner Dearth both at his office and resi- 
dence, endeavoring to get him committed to 
favorably answering some questions to which 
he was to reply in writing. This was regarded 
by several as a very undiplomatic proceeding. 
The committee then went to Chicago to inter- 
view Frank B. Noyes, publisher of the Record- 
Herald, to have that paper silenced, but little 
encouragement was given. 
Cathcart Suit Was Filed. 

Following the Curtis letter, a suit was filed 
by Miss Rena Cathcart at Des Moines to get 
back the premium she had paid the company. 
In the court document, she made a number of 
ugly charges which had been the basis of the 
Dearth report and the Curtis letters. This 
suit was instigated by rivals who paid the ex- 
penses. At the same time it harmed the com- 
pany and showed that an organized effort was 
on foot to harrass the Northwestern. This 
brought out the letter reflecting on Mr. Curtis 
and the Minnesota revocation followed. 


Witter and Keeler Will Remain. 


President D. F. Witter of the Northwestern 
will become an official of the Northwestern 
National. He is held in high regard, having 
been prominently identified with banking in- 
terests before he went to the Northwestern. 
Where his personal influence was felt and his 
counsel taken, the company has fared well. 
He will strengthen the Northwestern National. 
Assistant Secretary C. M. Keeler of the Iowa 
company will go with the Northwestern Na- 
tional, Secretary C. C. Crowell not being taken 
care of in the deal. It is predicted he will 
have another company on foot within a year. 

Figures of the Two Compaoies. 


The Northwestern Life & Saving had 
$2,200,000 in assets and $18,000,000 insurance 
in force. The Northwestern National has 
$3,777,170 in assets and about $40,000,000 in 
force. The merger gives the Northwestern 
National a commanding position. It has been 
pushing out to considerable extent during the 
last year, having adjusted its assessment busi- 
ness. It is a mutual company, so the North- 
western Life & Savings stock will be retired. 
With the impetus it now receives the com- 
pany will be at a point where it will develop 
rapidly. 

Has a Bond Contract. 

The Northwestern National has a bond con- 
tract similar to the Northwestern Life & Sav- 
ings, which it will continue and use in the 
transfer of the agency force who are accus- 
tomed to that contract. The company, how- 
ever, will push the regular old line contracts. 
It went on an old line basis last year under 
the new Minnesota law permitting assessment 
companies to reorganize. It will perhaps issue 
a large number of bond policies during the first 
few «years, as that will be the only means 
whereby it can hold the rank and file of the 
Northwestern Life & Savings solicitors. 

Officers of the Company. 

The officers of the Northwestern National 
are: 

President—W. F. Bechtel. 

First Vice-president—Dr. J. F. Force. 

Second ‘Vice-president—Wallace Campbell. 

Secretz F. J. Sackett. 

Actuary—A. F. Timme. 

The officers have been giving much atten- 
tion to the expansion of the company along 
sound lines. It will now become an aggressive 
institution in the western territory. 





History of the Company. 

The Northwestern National was the result 
of a merger between the Northwestern Life of 
Minneapolis and the National Mutual Life of 
Madison, Wis. The combination took effect 
February 21, 1901, and last year it qualified 
under the legal reserve law. Other companies 
taken over by absorption in the Northwestern 
National are the Northern Life of Marshall- 
town, Iowa; Odd Fellows Annuity of Des 
Moines; Federal of Davenport and Equitable 
Life of Waterloo. 





SURPLUS LINE AGENTS MEET 


LETTER READ FROM THE DEPARTMENT 





Licensed Men Still in the Dark as to Who Shall 
Make Affidavit and Pay the Tax—Re- 
cent Advices Clear Matter. 


The surplus line law licensed agents of Chi- 
cago held a meeting this week to further dis- 
cuss the customs to be followed and also to 
consider the letter from Superintendent of 
Insurance Vredenburg of the Illinois depart- 
ment. 

Agents Still in the Dark. 


Even with the receipt of the letter, the agents 
are in the dark as to who shall make the affi- 
davit and file the returns for the tax. Sup- 
pose, for example, that F. S. James & Co. con- 
trol a line and place part of it with Rollins & 
Burdick’s companies. Should James make the 
affidavit and file the returns for all the line, 
or should Rollins & Burdick do so for the 
amounts they write in their companies? The 
question therefore arises as to the status of 
the placing office and that of the office writing 
the policies. 

Letter from the Department. 


The letter from the insurance department 


is as follows: 


“T acknowledge receipt of your letter, asking 
the construction by the department of the sur- 
plus line insurance law in respect to several 
questions submitted in your letter. Your first 
question is: ‘Can a licensed broker give com- 
mission to an unlicensed broker on business 
that was placed by the unlicensed broker, al- 
though a letter is obtained from the assured 
which authorizes the unlicensed broker directly 
to transact the business? In other words, 
would it be a violation of the license for 
licensed brokers to pay commissions to un- 
licensed brokers when the unlicensed broker 
furnishes the order direct from the assured?’ 
I understand this question to refer to transac- 
tions by an unlicensed broker with a licensed 
special agent under the surplus law. 


Department’s Position Is Showa. 


“The position of the department in respect 
to this question is shown in one of the stipula- 
tions or declarations in the application for 
license. The application makes the following 
declaration: ‘That said license is not intended 
for and will not be used as a cover for trans- 
acting an agency business for unauthorized 
companies, or for handling the business of or 
procuring insurance on the business of other 
agents or brokers not licensed under said act, 
but solely for procuring insurance on_ the 
proper business of our agency or firm which 
cannot be placed in authorized companies.’ 
The surplus line insurance law gives an un- 
licensed broker no privileges. It relieves him 
from no penalties for a violation of the insur- 
ance laws otherwise imposed in said laws. 
Whatever it was unlawful for him to do be- 
fore the surplus line was passed is still un- 
lawful. Under the general laws it was not 
lawful for him to act as agent or broker in 
—— insurance in unauthorized compa- 
nies, or in any manner to aid in the transac- 
tion of business of such companies, and it is 
still unlawful for him to do so. The transac- 
tion of a licensed broker with him, which fa- 
cilitates and abets his doing something which 
he alone cannot legally do, is such a perver- 
sion of the objects of the surplus line law, and 
such a culpable misuse of the privileges con- 
ferred by his certificate under such law that 
the department would feel warranted in taking 
official cognizance and action in the matter. 


Who Makes the Affidavit? 


“Your second question is: ‘When a licensed 
agent procures insurance for another licensed 
agent, who pays the taxes and_files the affi- 
davit?? In answer to this I would say that 
the department holds that the licensed agent 
who procures the insurance from the insurer is 
the party who must make the affidavit and the 
party whom the department must hold re- 
sponsible for the taxes. 

“Your third question is: ‘We understand 
that the gross compound premiums as defined 
by the Supreme Court of Illinois mean pre- 
miums less return premiums. Please let us 





know if this is your opinion regarding this 
matter. In answer to this question, I would 
say that I am disposed to interpret the words 
‘gross premiums,’ as used in the surplus line 
law in accordance with the decision of the 
Supreme Court of this State, to which you re 
fer in construing the meaning of the words 
‘gross premiums.’ ” 
Some Objection Is Made. 


Objection is heard here and there to the 
effect that some surplus lines written are not 
really such, as the regular capacity has not 
been exhausted. Some agents of admitted 
companies say they would have been glad to 
have taken lines on risks that have been 
treated as surplus lines. 

Clear Ruling from Springfield. 

Springfield, Ill., August 26.—Special—The 
insurance department to-day, in deciding the 
controversy that has arisen as to who shall 
make the affidavit and pay the tax, rules that 
the agent procuring the policy is the proper 
person, and not the broker handling the line. 
In other words, if a licensed broker controls 


+a line, he makes the returns for such compa 


nies as he represents. If he places a part of 
the line with another licensed agent, the latter 
makes the return for such policies as he writes 
in his own companies. 





FOWLER TAKES THE NEW YORK FIELD 





Will Become Staté Agent of the Home in Its 
Most Important Territory and Will Or- 
ganize a Farm Department. 





New York, August 26.—Special—The Home 
of New York announced to-day that Henry 
Fowler, who has been doing executive special 
work for the company for seyeral months, had 
been appointed New York state agent. Louis 
S. Morgan, who at present occupies that posi- 
tion, is a veteran in the service, and has been 
unable to travel but very little during the last 
few years. He, therefore, becomes the man- 
ager of the farm department of the company 
in New York, which Mr. Fowler will estab- 
lish, patterned after the company’s farm 
branches in Columbus, Ohio, and Chicago. 
Mr. Morgan, in company with Mr. Fowler. 
has visited both points in order that the for- 
mer might become acquainted with the sys- 
tem. Mr. Morgan has been in the New York 
field for thirty-five years. John B. Coffin of 
Rochester will be associated with Mr. Morgan 
in the farm department. Stuart Morgan, 
nephew of E. D. Morgan, manager of the 
Ohio farm department, who has been con- 
nected with that branch for some time, will 
be assigned to the New York farm depart- 
ment, to assist in installing the office. H. | 
Morgan will continue as special agent under 
State Agent Fowler. The headquarters of 
the state agency and the farm department will 
be at Syracuse. Howard P. Moore will con- 
tinue with independent jurisdiction over the 
eastern counties of New York, with head- 
quarters at Albany. 


[Mr. Fowler, who takes the leading state 
agency of the Home, made a brilliant record 
for the company in Ohio and Illinois, being 
state agent in each field. He has now been 
eight years with the Home, and his adminis- 
tration of the company’s ‘affairs has elicited 
admiration of his associates. Mr. Fowler 
possesses those executive qualities that win 
success, and he reflects the individual ch 
acter of his corporation. His exneriences have 
placed him high in the rank of the prud: 
and well-balanced field men. While ever loya! 
to the West, his connections and life work 
have been consistently identified with eastern 
interests, of which President Washburn is p 
haps the most conspicuous example. Mr. Fow- 
ler, in entering his new field, has abundant 
opportunity to display still further the abil: 
that has characterized his past work.] 
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AS SEEN FROM CHICAGO. 


WEIL INVESTIGATING SYSTEM STARTS. 

The Weil Investigating System of Chicago 
has been organized by Fred A. Weil, one of 
the expert men who has long been connected 
with the street car companies’ claim depart- 
ment in Chicago. D. J. Schuyler, Jr., well 
known in legal circles, is the attorney. The 
object of this system is to investigate losses 
for fire insurance companies and secure evi- 
dence, especially in doubtful cases. This con- 
cern took charge of the recent explosion of 
the Citizens Brewery Company at Chicago, 
and the work was so efficient at the coroner’s 
inquest that the company decided not to make 
a claim for fire insurance. The institution 
will make a specialty of explosion cases and 
others, where the companies find it hard to 
procure proper evidence. 








++ 

CRITICISE METHOD OF GIVING RECEIPTS. 

Some of the companies are making serious 
objections to the methods pursued by compact 
managers and others in similar positions in giv- 
ing receipt for company assessments. Ob- 
jection is chiefly made bv some of the non- 
union companies. The receipt is simply for 
the amount received by the office for the com- 
nany’s pro rata assessment. The companies 
contend that the amount of premiums of the 
company should be given on which the assess- 
ment is made and also the total premiums for 
the territory covered. 

++ +t 
BUSINESS DULL IN CH CAGO. 

Local agents report August business very 
quiet in Chicago. Merchants are not filling 
up on stocks and there is little new business 
going the rounds. Agents are scouring the 
streets for tid-bits. 

++ ++ 
DELAWARE MAY ENTER ILLINOIS. 

The Delaware Insurance Company of Dover, 
Del., will probably seek admission in Illinois 
it having done a surplus line business in the 
West. It is now regularly entered in Mary- 
land and Delaware. It has assets of $137,148. 
net surplus $13,629, and capital $100,000. It 
began business in 1897. 

++ a+ 
SEA & LAKE IS BRANCHING OUT. 

The Sea & Lake of Chicago, which was or- 
ganized for marine business, branched ovt 
somewhat in fire lines under Philip Mesny, 
confining its operations to four States. It is 
now extending its plant and entering Massa- 
chusetts, Connecticut, Rhode Island, New Jer- 
sey, Maryland, Pennsylvania, Michigan, Wis- 
cousin, Missouri and Iowa. Charles Platt, Jr., 
& Co. have been appointed state agents for 
Pennsylvania, and the state agency policy will 
generally be followed. The company recently 
transferred $100,000 of its capital to the sur- 
plus account to provide for the requirements 
of the new fire line. Its recent impairment 
has been made good. 

++ ++ 
AUTOMOBILE FIRE ENGINE. 

fhe manufacturers of the new automobile 
chemical fire engine and hose wagons who are 
now touring the land giving exhibitions to fire 
denartment officials claim some advantage over 
present fire department equipment, among them 
the savings of the cost of horses, feed, shoeing, 
harness repairs, bedding, blankets, 
brushes, hostlers’ supplies, veterinary surgeon 
and his supplies, stalls and fittings, stall floor 
senewals, horse pole, harness hangers and 
quick-hitching snaps and incidental expenses 
due to runaway horses. The combination is 
similar to the standard combination fire engine 
and hose wagon, though built with an iron 
body on a channel steel frame. The capacity 
is 1,000 feet of 2%4-inch cotton rubber-lined 


harness, 





hose. The body is mounted on springs of 
swede steel and the wheels are rubber-tired. 
There are two chemical cylinders of thirtv-five 
gallons’ capacity each, one on each side of the 
body. The motive power is steam. The time 
taken to get started to a fire is that taken 
by the driver in mounting to the seat and 
opening the fuel valve and steam throttle. 
The machine weighs 8,coo pounds. 
++ ++ 
LANGFORD MAKES A STATEMENT. 

W. H. Langford, who was a partner with 
W. S. Baker in the management of thé Illinois 
Fire Underwriters and Cook County Lloyds, 
which recently quit business, makes the fol- 
lowing statement regarding the reports of his 
alleged irregularities in closing the Lloyds: 

“IT got the underwriters together for these 
Lloyds and found out afterward they were 
mostly city hall politicians who were after 
the ‘graft.’ They put up $5,000 to start under 
condition. In a month’s time they withdrew 
the $5,000, but it cost us $250 to hold it for 
the time. In February the ten underwriters 
voted on a dividend of $200 each. In June, 
with $4,500 unpaid losses on hand, they de- 
clared another dividend of $100 each. They 
have put up nothing. F. A. McDonald, an 
underwriter, demanded one-third of the man- 
agement commissions. J. H. Bonfield and Dr. 
E. E. Oder demanded 2% per cent of our 
commissions. When I found the underwriters 
were declaring dividends with losses unpaid, 
I determined to protect my interests, and at- 
tached the $400 in bank that remained. More 
than this was due me. I have not taken a 
cent which was not mine. The underwriters, 
in my opinion, will not pay the losses. As to 
my being arrested by S. N. Cotterman for 
embezzlement, I will say it is one thing to 
arrest a man and another thing to prove it.” 





CANNOT DOWN “‘P. B. A.”’ 

Henry N. Vedder, E. B. Root and others 
lately identified with P. B. Armstrong in pro- 
moting the Importers & Traders 
Company have that scheme to 
organize another company along similar lines. 
Armstrong, undaunted, goes ahead, sanguine 
of success. 


Insurance 
retired from 


He is now endeavoring to re- 
suscitate the Eagle. 





FOX GOES WITH THE SUN. 

F. Wagner Fox, who has been acting as 
special agent of the Milwaukee Mechanics in 
Northern Illinois, has been appointed Cook 
county inspector for the Sun of England. Mr. 
Fox formerly had charge of the general agency 
work of Ducat and Lyon. 





MAY BRING INJUNCTION PROCEEDINGS. 

It is likely that at least one stock company 
will bring proceedings this week to enjoin 
one of the Chicago Lloyds from using its 
name. It has become the “fad” in many cases 
for Lloyds of an irresponsible nature or wild- 
cats to take the name of a stock company of 
wide reputation, and trade on its name. One 
of the companies will now endeavor to stop 
this practice so far as its namesake is con- 
cerned. 





TRAGIC SUICIDE OF ‘‘ED’’ CAMPBELL. 


Many underwriters were familiar with E. C. 
Campbell, so long the foreman in the nrinting 
office of the Argus at Chicago. He was the 
head of the “shop” when the Argus held forth 
in the old National Life building, and was 
well known to those of the journalistic craft 
who sought the sequestered retreats of those 
sacred precincts. Occasionally a little “game” 
was in progress, in which “Ed” and the other 
printers participated. Since leaving the Argus 
he has conducted a modest printing office on 
Fulton street. Over a week ago Publisher 
C. E. Rollins and Editor McKian received 
letters from Campbell, telling them that the 
struggle of life kad been too strong and he 
could no longer stand the storms. The police 


were notified, while Mr. McKian sought Camp- 
bell’s family. While he was performing the 
sad mission of informing the wife, she re- 
ceived a letter of similar import. 
his body was found in the lake. Poor Camp 
bell! Aged and delicate in health, the break 
ers were dashing his frail craft on the shoals. 
He gives up the struggle against an unkind 
fate, and let it be hoped that he has anchored 
in a peaceful harbor. 


Last Sunday 





ROTHERIMEL AND HASBROUCK GET THE AGENCY. 

Rothermel & Hasbrouck of Chicago have 
secured the plate glass agency of the New 
Amsterdam Casualty for Chicago and Illinois 
and will appoint agents in the State. Presi- 
dent Moore and Secretary Taylor of the com- 
pany have been in the city arranging for the 
deal. 





MEETING TV BE HELD IN TORONTO. 
The annual meeting of the Western Union 
will be held at Toronto, Canada, at King Ed- 
ward hotel, beginning September 16. 


FAATZ CALLED TO THE HOME OFFICE. 
Secretary A. F. James of the Northwestern 
National is on an extended trip in Europe 
During his absence J. 
special agent for 


B. Faatz of Chicago, 
Illinois and Northern In- 
diana, has been called to the home office to 
take his place. It 
Faatz. 


is a compliment to Mr 


MUST TAKE OUT LICENSES. 
Commissioner Dearth of Minnesota has 
ruled that where special agents or other em 
ployes of insurance companies are sent into 
the State to assist local agents in soliciting, 
they must take out a broker's license under the 
Minnesota law. 





WHO OWNS THE BUSINESS ? 

The oft-repeated query as to who owns the 
business in fire insurance is thus intelligently 
answered in the American Agency Bulletin: 

“The Court of Appeals of Kentucky has 
just decided that an expiration list is not a 
valuable asset to a local agent. ‘This has led 
to renewed discussion of that old question 
as to who owns the business in fire insurance 
There seems to be a belief among intelligent 
local agents that it is not a question which 
can be legally defined, or, in fact, absolutely 
defined in any way. 

“The business belongs to the man who con 
trols it, and any live agent who has built up 
a business on his books is pretty sure to hold 
it. On the other hand, there are cases where 
property owners prefer particular companies. 
In this case the agent cannot hold the business 
where a change of agency occurs. These cases, 
however, are comparatively rare. As a rule, 
the property owner allows the agent to select 
the company, relying upon his honesty and 
judgment for the procurement of sound in- 
demnity at the uniform rate. The business 
belongs to the agent, not by virtue of any 
title he holds, but by his business capacity and 
his natural, close relations with the property 
owner.” 











DWELLING HOUSE INVENTORIES. 


No more effectual advertising medium 
can be used by companies and agents 
than a distribution of our dwelling house 
inventories. Made up in three sizes. 
Form 610 for owners of considerable per- 
sonal property is both artistically bound 
and printed. Form 614 is for a moder- 
ate-sized household. Form 612 is for 
small flats and cottages and gives the 
solicitor an excellent chance to introduce 
the subject. Send 25 cents for a sample 
set. Your advertising card printed free 
on quantities of 100 or over. 

THE WESTERN UNDERWRITER CoMPANY, 
413 Vine St., 164 La Salle St, 

Cincinnati. Chicago. 
Tel. M. 2077. Tel. M. 2914. 
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QHIO AND WEST VIRGINIA. 


MAY REVISE TOLEDO DWELLING RATES 











Agitation Among the Local Agents as to Elim- 
inating Exposure Charges—Inspection 
Bureau May Act. 


There has been more or less agitation at 
Toledo over dwelling rates. The old custom 
of making exposure charges still prevails there, 
which leads to many complications. There 
is no charge where the space is more than 
twenty-five feet, but there are two different 
charges where the exposure is fifteen feet or 
less and between fifteen and twenty-five feet. 
lhe figuring of these charges opens the way 
for manipulation and mistakes. Most of the 
rate deviations complained of in Toledo can 
be traced to dwelling exposure charges. 

Some of the large agencies have endeavored 
to get the exposure charges removed and have 
a flat rate with only charges for mercantile 
or special hazard exposure. When the issue 
has come to a focus heretofore, the smaller 
offices have defeated any new departure. They 
argue that the big offices have the expensive 
dwellings, which would not be materially 
affected, but now they desire to break into the 
dwelling business of the middle and laboring 
classes. Much of this small business is con- 
trolled by the less presumptious offices that 
have worked up a personal business. These 
agents argue that the assured are satisfied with 
the rates and it would be folly to cut them 
down. The companies in these small offices 
have sought them because of this dwelling 
and would protest against any change. 

The subject is again being agitated and 
most of the large offices are demanding a 
change. They hold that rates are too high, 
that exposure charges are not made in other 
modern cities, and the present system leads 
to too much manipulation. It is understood 
the executive committee will take up the sub- 
ject soon. 

The Ohio Inspection Bureau may also take 
a hand. When the bureau took charge of 
Toledo, it was agreed that it would not put 
out new dwelling rates at that time. If the 
companies will back up the bureau, it may 
now, however, take action on dwellings. 





CLEVELAND MAKING NATURAL INCREASES. 

The Cleveland receipts this year will not 
show the amount of increase that has been 
in evidence since the rerating began. The 
city has been almost all covered under the 
new schedules, and hence increases now come 
from new business. It is stated that the nat- 
ural increment to the annual premiums will 
be about $50,000. 

++ ++ 
SPECIAL AGENT WILSON RESIGNS. 

George T. Wilson of Dayton, special agent 
of the Delaware and Reliance, has tendered 
his resignation. Mr. Wilson is one of the 
best liked men in Ohio, a field man, with 
splendid ability. He will have no difficulty 
in forming a new connection. 

++ ++ 
LOSSES IN CINCINNATI. 

During the summer dull season in Cincin- 
nati, some of the agents who are not too tired 
have been figuring up the chances of profit on 
this year’s business. It looks as though the 
experience on the rest of the year will have 
to be pretty favorable if the companies are 
to squeeze out with a profit, although some 
of the largest losses were shared by the sur- 
plus line companies. The general results 
would have been very profitable if it had not 
been for the burning of several large target 
risks, which caught the companies $1,000 to 
$2,500 lines each. The Pike Theater, Cincin- 
nati Abattoir and Pittsburg Plate Glass risks 





were all moderate-sized lines which were com- 
pelled to secure outside assistance, and no one 
was surprised when they burned. None of 
the companies had large amounts at stake on 
any one of them, but all coming together, they 
have knocked most of the profit out of the 
year’s business. There have been no impor- 
tant losses this year on first-class business. 
++ ae 

NEW PACKING RATES FOR CLEVELAND. 

The Cleveland Inspection Bureau has 
promulgated new rates on packing houses 
under the revised schedule, which has made 
a radical increase in rates, some being more 
than doubled. It is likely the assured will 
make several improvements to get lower rates. 

++ a+ 
NUMEROUS LOSSES IN OHIO. 

The loss ratio in Ohio has gone pretty well 
up the scale this year for many companies. 
During the last two weeks the fire fiend has 
been at work religiously. The loss on the 
Lanning Printing Company at Newark will 
aggregate $90,000. Mr. Lanning in former 
years has been somewhat of a thorn in the 
flesh of fire insurance men in a legislative 
way. The Masonic Temple loss at Cleveland 
will be $25,000; the Phillips House loss at 
Dayton, $20,co0; the Barnes department store 
loss at Paulding, $30,000, and the Great West- 
ern Cereal Company’s “B” house at Akron, 
$20,000. The elevator at Lock 2 in Anglaize 
county burned, causing $25,000 loss. 





COMMENT ON THE SITUATION IN OHIO. 


Conditions Are Much More Favorable and 
Affairs More Satisfactory Than for 
Several Years. 





It is probably a long time since conditions 
in Ohio were as thoroughly satisfactory as 
they are at present. There are a few points 
where they might be considerably better, but, 
as a rule, agents are satisfied’ and have no 
complaints to make. To assign causes for 
these conditions is more or less a matter of 
speculation, but there appears to be a num- 
ber of causes which, working together, have 
produced present results. 

Compare the business now with 1899. At 
that time any agency of importance in almost 
any town could handle all the business in 
the town, or a large part of it. The compa- 
nies were writing large lines and straining for 
volume of business. Special hazards and 
mercantiles were rated too low and preferred 
business was even more to be preferred than 
at present. A large part of the agencies were 
mixed, and union companies were paying but 
15 per cent flat. The class of nonunion com- 
panies that are fishing for preferred business 
exclusively had a vast advantage by reason 
of the additional 10 per cent extra commission 
and in many instances union companies 
thought they were not being fairly treated. 
This gave rise to determined efforts at some 
points “to cut the life’ out of the preferred 
business and make it less attractive for the 
companies that were going after it, and occa- 
sionally accommodating agents by accepting 
other classes of business at cut rates. The 
worst trouble then, however, was that com- 
panies seeking agents could not get into reg- 
ular agencies in many instances, because they 
already had more companies than they wanted, 
and were obliged to hunt up new men and 
start them in the business. Lawyers, life 
insurance men, real estate agents and others 
were frequently importuned to accept supplies. 
Sometimes they took them with no intention 
of doing business, but merely to accommodate 
some field man, who had been sent out to ap- 
point agents and had to do it to hold his 
job. More frequently, however, they entered 
the business and sought patronage by selling 
their goods cheap. Scarcely a city of impor- 
tance that was without a board was free from 








rate troubles, and in many with boards there 
were one or two outsiders raising dust. 
Stamping offices were almost unknown in the 
State, for there was much fear of anti-trust 
laws. 

Then came a couple of years full of changes. 
The Union decided upon graded commissions, 
separation became the common occurrence, fire 
losses were heavy, and every few weeks o1 
months saw some company give up the ghost 
The demoralization made reform measures . 
necessity. The Ohio Association of Local 
Agents became a recognized factor for good. 
Manager Ross, by patient, diplomatic work, 
got many counties in good order. Agents, get- 
ting graded commissions where their agencies 
were clear, gave the union companies no cause 
for complaint of discrimination or for waging 
war on the “preferred” companies. The heavy 
losses made companies much less ready to ac- 
cept cut rates on anything. Many managers 
got scared and panicky and increased their 
prohibited lists. Agents found that they had 
not the surplus of facilities that had almost 
annoyed them a short time before. 

‘Then in 1902 the legislature passed what 
is known as the “anti-reinsurance” law. Com 
panies were compelled to reduce their writ 
ings to net lines. Facilities shrank wonder- 
fully. Good agencies found they needed more 
companies and could promise them consid- 
erable business from the start. From a bid- 
ding for agents it became a bidding for com- 
panies. With scarcely an exception all the 
companies adopted the 25 per cent advance 
and stood firm for it. Agents simply had to 
get rates or not place the business. Then 
came the reratings and more advances, and 
still a comparatively firm demand from com 
panies for tariff rates. Most legitimate agents 
wanted to get tariff rates. The “‘side-liners,” 
who did not or would not, lost their companies 
in many cases, as the companies could find 
places in good agencies. 

Now the general shake-up is mostly over. 
The number of transfers is small, com- 
pared to what it used to be. The _ busi- 
ness is largely in the hands of established 
agencies and comparatively few new “side- 
line” agents are being appointed. Companies 
have not yet begun to wink at cut rates very 
much, for they have not had enough prosperity 
to hurt them. Boards or county associations 
are working well in most places where they 
exist, and even cities without organizations 
are getting along very well. The cutting down 
of insurance facilities by the retirement of 
companies and stopping reinsurance has 
worked much hardship at some points, where 
large amounts of insurance are required or 
where there are numerous special hazards of 
some peculiar type, but this hardship is being 
relieved to some extent by an increasing lib 
erality in the underwriting policy of some 
large companies and by the entrance of some 
surplus line companies into the Ohio field 
More companies are needed yet in the big 
cities, but on the whole the reduction in facili 
ties has doubtless worked, to the advantage 
of the agents in the State at large. 

There are still a few chronic disturbers. 
who appear to have one or two companies that 
will uphold them in their tactics. Here an 
there is to be found an agent who is afrai¢ 
he will be amenable to anti-trust laws if he 
joints an organization. A few towns appear 
to need a first-class rate war to knock th: 
bottom out of the business and bring bot! 
agents and companies to time. There are to 
many companies in the hands of real estaty 
men and money lenders, who care little 4 
the insurance business, but handle such risks. 
mostly dwellings, as come their way. A good 
proportion of these agents are board me 
bers and observe rates, but they cut isto th 
business of exclusive insurance agents and 
often compel them to take up real estate or 
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loans as a side line. The beneficiaries of this 
“side-line” business are largely companies that 
do not help out the general underwriting situa- 
tion a whit, but will continue to disturb as 
long as preferred business is preferred. Still, 
Ohio as a whole is in good shape. 





OHIO FIRE APPOINTMENTS. 


tna—Horace W. Plum, Circleville. 
Atlas—P. V. Mackall & Co., East Liverpool. 
Detroit F. & M.—Madison & Co., Cambridge ; 
Ilenry C. Koller and Finney U. Jones, Kenton. 
Firemens, Newark—Geo. W. MacCracken, Ur- 


bana: P. V. Mackall & Co., East Liverpool. ‘ 
German, Freeport—John Butcher, Union City. 


German, Indianapolis—Frank L. 
Germania, N. Y.—Clair 
Glens Falls—Dow Bretz, Napoleon; Frank H. 
Shaw, Canal Dover; Brigham H. Martin, Malta ; 
Edgar M. Heaton, Piqua; Marvel W. Wells, Co- 
jumbus Grove; Geo. N. Leasure, Delphos; Clair 
M. Osburn, Cadiz; Samuel S. Gatch, Milford; 
Neuhart & Thompson, Woodsfield; Marvin C. 
Clark, Portsmouth; Sanders & Co., Westerville. 
Greenwich—Mackall & Co., East Liverpool. 


Cole, Canton. 
M. Osburn, Cadiz. 





Home—Andrew J. Sherrick, Elida; Leander J. 
Shockey, Lima; Maurice J. Beeney, Newark; 
Ilenry C. Smith, Waverly; Jackson & Patterson, 
Mason; Jesse A. Mount, Morrow. 

National, Allegheny—Frank L. Cole, Canton ; 
Ww. C. Schaub, Sandusky 

National Union, Pittsburg—Babcock & Veon, 
Lorain. 

Norwich Union—Mrs. Cora B. Horn, Loudon- 
ville; Frank Matt, Lancaster; Henry B. Zoller, 


Cumberland; Edwin J. Dorsey, Granville; Chas. 


«. Chappelear, New Lexington; Randolph M. 
Fountain, Somerset; Hudson J. Call, Bluffton: 
Edward Parpus, New Bremen; Hubert W. Up- 


dike, Centerburg. 

Pennsylvania—Orlando Rk. ‘Taylor, 
City; Wirt Kessler, West Milton ; 
Nest, Wooster. 

Queen—C. R. Arnold, Wellsville. 

Rochester German—Mackall & Co., 
pool, 

Royal—Frank 5&8. 
Cammann, Dayton. 

Union Marine—Barker & Frost, 

United Firemens, 
Steubenville. 

United States—Geo. G. 
F. S. Taylor, Fremont ; 
mouth; F. E. Gibson, 
Cadiz: Edw. La Bar, 
Toledo 

Western—Belden Seymour, Cleveland. 


ae ++ 
KOUNTZ IS MADE SPECIAL AGENT. 
Walter Kountz of Toledo, 
Kountz, the local agent, has been appointed 
special agent of the Western and British 
America, to assist State Agent H. M. Gibbs. 
+o at 


Pleasant 
Joseph P. Van 


East Liver- 


Lamson, Bedford; Oswald 


Toledo. 


Philadelphia—Frank S. King, 


Jennings, Woodsfield : 
Charles P. Dennis, Ports- 
Dalton; Clair M. Osborn, 
Ironton; Duerschner & Co., 


son of General 


SPRINKLER EQUIPMENTS BEING 

Toledo is activity along 
sprinkler lines. Already it has a goodly num- 
ber of equipped risks: The Woolson Spice 
Company and the Milner dry goods store are 
being sprinkled. The Toledo Machine Tool 
Company is contemplating putting in a sys- 


INSTALLED 


showing some 


tem. 
++ te 
ROSS TO VISIT EAST LIVERPOOL. 
Manager Ross of the Ohio Agency Associa- 
tion will visit East Liverpool soon to straighten 
out some differences among the locals of that 
point. 
+e ot 
WATER SUPPLY AT WHEELING. 
Wheeling, W. Va., is threatened with a raise 
in rates on account of poor and inadequate 
Water supply. The reservoir is said to be too 
srall, and the city is compelled to rely upon 
a single 30-inch force pipe. The matter has 
been taken up by the local board, a commit- 
tee having been appointed to call on the board 
in charge of the works, 
the city council. 


and was referred to 

Among other improvements 
a new 30-inch force pipe is demanded. 
at ++ 

ARSON IS SUSPECTED. 

As a result of a fire at East Liverpool, O., 
on the night of August 18, a rigid investiga- 
tion is being conducted by the police and fire 
departments, plain evidences of attempted ar- 
son having been discovered. Other suspicious 
fires in the same district during the past few 
weeks have given rise to a belief that an effort 
is heing made to destroy the whole block. 
Newspapers around a barrel of lard were the 
Material used in this fire, which was in the 
‘ley block. This district is located on page 





3, block 11, on the maps, and is known as the 
“Flatiron.” It is situated between Second 
street and the C. & P. division of the Pennsyl- 
vania railroad, running east from Union street. 
The street numbers run from 119 to 153 on 
Second street. Companies interested are ad- 
vised to investigate. 





GET LUMBER BUSINESS IN TOLEDO, 


Lumbermen’s Mutuals and Lloyds Have Gotten 
a Good Hold on the Business—Action 
of Stock Companies. 


The National Lumber Dealers 
through its Lloyds, 
F. & M., 
lumber yards. 
under the 


Association, 
mutuals and the Toledo 
has gotten a good hold on 
When the 
schedule, 


Toledo’s 
yards were rerated 
rates were sent up the 
scale so far that the lumber people cast about 
for cheaper insurance, resulting in outside 
concerns getting a footing and losing some 
business therefore to local agents. The lum- 
ber industry is extensive at Toledo, and the 
loss record has been first When the 
companies found they were losing their lines, 
some revisions were made in credits for coin- 
surance. The yards, even without the coin- 
surance, carried even more than 80 per cent of 
the value. At present 10 per cent is allowed 
for the 80 per cent clause and agents, there- 
fore, are able to control more business. The 
vacillating rate policy has, however, left an 
unfavorable impression on the assured. 


class. 





CARTER SELLS HIS AGENCY. 

E. L. Carter of Steubenville has sold his 
agency to Frank S. King, city auditor of Steu- 
benville. The companies 
Manchester, Royal 
United Firemens, 


represented are the 
Exchange, Lafayette, 
Metropolitan Plate Glass, 
New Amsterdam Casualty and tna Life. 
The agency was established last year and 
through the energy of Mr. Carter sprang into 
a prominent place quickly. Mr. Carter retires 
from the insurance business on account of 
ill health and for other business reasons. He 
has been well known in life insurance, having 
been connected with the John Hancock at the 
home office and more recently with the Aétna 
Life in several different fields. 


++ ++ 

SPRINGFIELD UNDERWRITERS MUTUAL. 

The Springfield Underwriters Mutual, 
through the efforts of Messrs. McCormick 
and Wetzel, is gradually extending its plant 
in the State. It now has about forty local 
agents. The insurance department recently 


examined the company and found it in good 
shape. 
++ ++ 
WILL TAKE UP OIL REFINERIES. 

The Toledo Bureau will soon rate the oil 
refineries in the city. No schedule has yet 
been constructed for permanent use, but the 
practice of the Ohio Inspection Bureau in rat- 
ing a plant down in the State has been fol- 
lowed.in one case at Toledo, bringing the rate 
to abount $2.50. 

++ ++ 
SEE ‘‘ENOCH’’ AT ONCE. 


In a small town in southeastern Ohio, the 
proprietor of a store always argued that there 
was no danger of fire through the summer 
months, but as soon as a fire was used in the 
building for heating in the fall, he 
his insurance. A few weeks ago a fire in- 
surance agent, whose “front name was Enoch” 
called and tried to renew the policy on the 
store, but was not successful. That night the 
worst fire in the history of the town broke 
out, just across the street, and only by hard 
work was the store saved. While the fire was 
at its height the owner of the store, in great 
excitement, yelled, “Where’s Enoch? Is 
Enoch in town?” Luckily, the store was 
saved, but the next day the insurance was re- 


renewed 


newed. In a literal’ sense, in insurance there 
are a number of people who put off seeing 
“Enoch” until it is too late. 
++ ++ 
LARGELY A GAME OF ““BLUFF.’’ 
It is generally conceded by Ohio field men 
that the ukase sent out by the county attorney 


of Greenville to members of the county local 
agents’ association will have no effect. The 
prosecutor gently informed the agents that 


thev were violating the anti-conspiracy law 
and must stop at once or have fines and pen- 
alties imposed. The decision of the Circuit 
Court at Delaware, in the coal dealers’ 
has evidently put a damper on the 
action. The work was inspired by 
three local agents, whose companies 
no longer remain in their offices. A few busi 
ness houses took up the cudgel, but their ef- 
forts obviously will come to naught. 


case, 
Greenville 
two or 

should 





OHIO AND WEST VIRGINIA NOTES. 


_A. E. Bartholomew of Jefferson has sold 
his agency to Banker Strayer. 

_E. O. Brown & Co. of Toledo have re- 
signed the British American of New York. 
The town of New Bremen in Auglaize 


county has decided to install a waterworks sys- 
tem. F 

Elijah W. Hill of East Liverpool has sold 
his agency to P. V. Mackall & Co. Eight fire 
companies are represented, together with the 
Employers Liability. 


The paint factory of C. B. Wallace at To- 
ledo, which burned last week, carried little or 
no insurance. Inspectors were refused ad- 
mittance to the plant and hence companies re- 
fused to write the business. 


Electric wiring conditions in West Virginia 
are reported to be bad in some towns, owing to 
inferior equipment antl incompetent work in 
wiring. Inspector Townsend of the Ohio In- 
spection Bureau will give the matter his at- 
tention. 

It was discovered August 21 
Jordan, a local agent, and Mrs. 
der, both of Bellefontaine, O., had been mar- 
ried at Detroit, March 25. The secret had 
been kept ever since, although both are promi- 
nent in local circles. 


that Wilbur 
Della Alexan- 








One of the most important books for 
local agents is our “Agency Comparative 
Record.” It shows the monthly record 
of the business of each company for a 
period of ten years. It gives at a glance 
the standing of an agent with each com- 
pany, his pro rata expense and loss ratio, 
record of losses paid, etc.; also general 
summary by years. For one to six com- 
panies a book costs $2.50; for six to 
twelve, $3; for twelve to twenty-four, 
$4.50. We have a condensed form ar- 
ranging the data of expenses and loss 
on one page to cover five years for $2. 
All bound in red flexible leather. 

THE WESTERN UNDERWRITER COMPANY, 


Cincinnati-Chicago. 














Customers’ Expiration Books. 


In order to place samples of our va- 
rious forms of insurance supplies before 
the local agency trade, we have adopted 
the plan of making an extraordinary low 
rate on single sample forms. We have 
an excellent Customers’ Expiration Book, 
Form 606, bound in a heavy, attractive 
cover, which sells at $1.50 per dozen; $5 
for 50, which aoe printing of presenta- 
tion card. We will send a single sample 
book of this form on receipt of 20 cents. 
Other forms at other prices. Send for 
large catalog, free. Show your custom- 
ers that you appreciate their patronage 
and you will hold their business on your 
books, beside increasing and improving the 
quality of your own business. 

THe Western UNDERWRITER COMPANY, 
Cincinnati. Chicago. 
413 Vine street, 164 La Salle aah, 
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UNDERWRITING IN MICHIGAN 


COMPANIES AND STAMPING BUREAUS, 











General Tendency Is for All to Request Agents 
to Send Dailies Through the Secretary’s 
Office. 





Almost all the companies now request their 
Michigan agents to report through stamping 
secretaries, thus avoiding misunderstanding. 
While no positive instructions are given, yet 
the agents know sufficiently well the wishes 
of each company in their office. Some com- 
panies, however, are still luke-warm on the 
proposition, and this causes much annoyance. 
An effort has been made from time to time 
to get all companies in line. 

As a general proposition rate troubles are 
few in Michigan. The stamping bureau sys- 
tem keeps agents pretty well in line. 





MICHIGAN FIRE APPOINTMENTS. 


Aachen & Munich—J. A. Pfaff, Grand Haven. 

Allemannia—W. H, Hannan, Detroit; W. C. J 
Bienemann, Grand Rapids. 

British American, N. Y.—Martin Lamson, De- 
troit. 

Detroit F, & M.—A. B. Miner, Ishpeming. 

Fire Assn.—A. A. Hall, Stockbridge. 

United Und.—oO. V. Linden, Escanaba. 

Glens Falls—J. R. Edwards, Dowagiac; Harsha 
& Butters, Charlevoix; Robert- Arnott, Ludington ; 
A. C. Christenson, Manistee: E. E. Downing, Paw 
Yaw: H. W. Hagerman, Sturgis. 

Hartford—Hanson & Wickham, Hart. 

Lafayette, N. Y.—lII. N. Geer, Saginaw. 

Manchester—Durham & Moore, Coopersville ; 
W. S. Putnam, Ypsilanti. 

Mich. F. & M.—B. E. Woolfitt, Flint; E. J. 
Macomber, Flint. : ‘ 

Milwaukee Mechanics—S. L. Wallace, Carleton ; 
W. B. Littlefield, Flat Rock; C. A. Kiley, Maybee. 

National Union, Pa.—J. C, Post, Holland. 

Newark—Louis Goeschel, Bay City. 

Providence Washington—I. B. McLean, Boyne 
City; Hanson & Wickham, Hart. : 

Prussian National—William Veters, Ishpeming ; 
Hi. E. Hollon, Marshall. - 

Queen—.J. T. Corcoran,*Crystal Falls; Hanson 
& Wickham, Hart. 

Royal—F. W. Cole, Crystal Falls. 

Scottish Union, Scotland—B. Wickham, Hart. 

Traders—G. S. T. Alexander, Pontiac. 

Western, Can.—Wakely Elkenburg, South 
Haven. ‘. 

Westchester—James Greacen, Kalkaska. 

++ ++ 
DEATH OF F. O. DAVENPORT. 
F. O. Davenport, the well-known Detroit 
local agent, died on Sunday. He was ap- 
pointed to the naval academy at Annapolis 

from Detroit in 1856 and graduated in 1860, 
being a classmate of Admiral Schley. He 
served in various vessels during the civil war 
and was retired in 1870 at his own request. 
Commander Davenport lost his right arm as 
the result of the accidental discharge of a pis- 
tol while he was on a “cutting out” expedition 
in Texas during the war. He commanded the 
United States steamer Michigan on the great 
lakes during 1866-67. 

++ 


++ 
TO HOLD JOINT MEETING. 

The field men of Michigan, both union and 
non-union, will hold a joint meeting at Ot- 
tawa Beach September 8-9, to discuss Michi- 
gan conditions and foster a fraternal spirit. 
If the Ottawa Hotel will be closed, the meet- 
ing will be held in Grand Rapids. A strong 
representation is hoped for. 

++ ae 
PETER WHITE IS MENTIONED. 

Péter White, the prominent local agent, 
banker and financier of Marquette, is being 
mentioned as a possible “compromise” candi- 
date for governor on thé republican ticket and 
has the support of an influential element 
throughout the State. He is not an active as- 
pirant for the nomination, but would accept it 
if tendered, on the condition, as he has jocu- 
larly stated, that there be “no speeches and no 
money” required of him. 

Mr. White is a pioneer of the Lake Super- 
ior district, having come to Marquette in 1849, 
and by hard wotk and after many thrilling 
experiences he has carved out a fortune from 
the wilderness. He is president of the First 
National bank, is a director of the big Cleve- 





land Cliffs Iron Company—next to the steel 
trust the greatest producer of iron ore in the 
Lake Superior region—and is extensively in- 
terested in other properties, although he is not 
a multimillionaire. 





WITH THE INDIANA AGENTS. 











DISTILLERY LOSS IS SETTLED. 

The loss on the Majestic Distillery at Terre 
Haute has been settled at $75,000, under gen- 
eral form, and $15,000 on specific. The plant 
will be rebuilt. 

++ +e 
BUSY TIME FOR INDIANAPOLIS MEN. 

Many of the Indianapolis fire agencies have 
a busy time during August. Two years ago 
a raise of rates was threatened in that city 
in August, and many hastened to cancel risks 
and reinsure before the advance took effect. 
It did not come, but it made August one of 


the big renewal months in the Hoosier capital. 


++ ++ 
INDIANA AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 

Aachen & Munich—McGary Stewart & Co., 
Princeton. 

Caledonian—David CC. Hughes, Greencastle; 
John H. Miller, Lafayette; Wm. J. Cohee, Logans- 
port; John L. Buckles, Vincennes. 

Citizens, Mo.—George D. Cole, Upland. 

Connecticut—F. C. Beaver, Frankfort; Henry 
S. Fargo, Hartford City; John W. Holmes Com- 
pany, Portland; W. E. Gill, Cloverdale. 

Firemens, N. J.—Frank Howard, Marion; Clar- 
ence H. La Selle, Wabash; Knapp & Rutherford, 
Anderson; Julius L. Showers, Shebyville; E. H. 
Kinney, Columbus; Benj. W. Sholty, Decatur. 

German-American—O. S. Harrison, Rosedale. 

Glens Falls—I. G. Saltmarsh, Seymour; A. L. 
Kern, Bourbon; F. J. Kern, Geneva; W. N. 
Voris, Albion. 

Greenwich—P. C. Braun, Lawrenceburg. 

Hamburg Bremen—William L. Davis and 
William B. Walsh, Frankfort. 

Hartford—E. M. Conley, Elkhart; J. E. Hall 
& Sons, Valparaiso; Allman Bros., Crown Point; 
Miles & Miles, Covington: Orris 8S. Harrison, 
Rosedale; William B. Van Home, Indiana Harbor. 

Home, N. Y.—E. C. Beaver, Frankfort; Henry 
S. Fargo, Hartford City. 

Milwaukee Mechanics—Nelson W. 
Ridgeville. 

Northern, Eng.—Bechtel & Bechtel, Goshen. 

Northwestern National—Hubert H. Wcoodsmall, 
Muncie; S. C. Sackeit, Sigonier. 

Pennsylvania—F. Wm. Ortlieb, Mort Wayne; A. 
Ii. Williamson, Red Key; E. C. Beaver, Frank- 
fort; Chas. E. Combs, Bloomfield. 

Queen—Davis & Walsh, Frankfort; George D. 
Taylor, Worthington; Joseph Hansum, Bloom- 
field; Charles Zoller, Jr., Greensburg. 

Royal—Albert Foster, Lowell; Edward H. 
Dark, Indianapolis; Albert R. Thompson & Co., 
Indianapolis; Edward DeBriae, East Chicago. 

Sun—Frank E. DeHority, Elwood; Harry J. 
Clark, Shelbyville; Albert Foster, Lowell; A. R. 
Leng, Fairmount. 

Traders—Bechtel & Bechtel, Goshen. 

Westchester—Hubert H. Woodsmall, Muncie. 








Ferguson, 





INDIANA NOTES. 


An ordinance has been introduced in the 
Indianapolis City Council providing for an 
increase of $15,coo.in the salaries of members 
of the department. 


The Standard Real Estate, Loan and Insur- 
ance Agency has started in New Castle, Ind. 
It is composed of Cicero Quinn, W. S. Traum 
and O. W. McGeath. 


Geneva, Ind., will hold a big after-harvest 
fest August 27 for the benefit of the fire de- 
partment. The money raised will go toward 
the purchase of apparatus. 


Ani incendiary has been causing terror by his 
midnight work at Hammond, Ind. He worked 
in the Polish district and he has a record of 
six buildings, half of them burned. 


T. M. Goodloe, manager of the Indianapolis 
and Evansville inspection bureaus, will here- 
after devote his time wholly to Indianapolis 
and an assistant will look after the Evansville 
duties. 


The Aurora Water Company has secured a 
thirty-year franchise from the city of Aurora, 
Ind., and has contracted with the John S. Cole 
Company of Chicago for a $95,000 waterworks 
plant to be completed by December 1, this 
year. 


Thornton, Ind., has had a bad scare because 
of two recent incendiary fires, one of which 
was started under the floor of a barber shop 
in a row of frame buildings. The incident has 
set the people of the town to thinking what 
they would do with a bad fire with the present 
fire-fighting apparatus. 





FIELD NOTES OF WISCONSIN. 


TO SEEK NORTHERN WISCONSIN LINES, 


Companies Believe that the Unprotected Towns 
Offer a Splendid Field for Future Profit- 
able Operations. 

Special agents are watching very carefully 
the northern Wisconsin field, especially in re- 
gerd to the small unprotected towns. Th 
general opinion is that these towns will be 
profitable and that the companies now operat- 
ing in them will make good money. Proba 
bly ten or a dozen companies are going after 
this business and special agents of other com 
panies are endeavoring to induce their officers 
and managers to take this step. Northern 
Wisconsin in this respect is not subject to as 
heavy competitive conditions as in the southern 
part, where there are several mutuals. These 
towns are developing and growing both in 
number of inhabitants and in the way of bus- 
iness interests. Under the new schedules, rates 
on mercantile buildings and stocks will be 
fairly high and sufficient to attract companies 
to that business. 

















PACKING HOUSE RATES RAISED. 

In accordance with the increase in packing 
house rates in the western field, Milwaukee 
has followed suit, and the new rates are out, 
showing an increase of from 50 to 70 cents. 

++ ++ 
MAY HAVE AN INSURANCE COMPANY. 

The Loan and Building League of Wiscon- 
sin has been in session and the question arose 
as to the organization of an insurance com- 
pany to write business for building and loan 
associations. A committee was appointed to 
consider the subject. 

++ at 
MANSON VISITS THE MANAGERS. 

John E. Manson, the Wausau local agent, 
was in Chicago this week interviewing the 
managers and Secretary Dudley of the govern- 
ing committee, to endeavor to have the city 
rated in the same class as a similar city in 
Southern Wisconsin. The Wisconsin Field 
Club insists on the city taking the basis rate 
of a northern Wisconsin city, which is higher. 

++ ++ 
REGARDED AS A DISTURBER. 

A local agent at Jefferson, William Wright, 
is regarded as a disturber in that locality. He 
advertises in the local papers, stating that he 
does not belong to the “insurance trust,” nor is 
he a member of any board or combination. It 
is stated that in one of his advertisements he 
gave his companies and some of them were 
unauthorized to do business in the State. Mr. 
Wright has secured risks from other agents 
and they are up in arms against him. 

++ 
AGENTS CRITICIZED IN WISCONSIN. 

Companies are severely criticizing local 
agents throughout Wisconsin who are mak- 
ing a strenuous effort to change rates after 
they have been adopted. - Following the appli- 
cation of the new schedules some of the as- 
sured object and local agents start out to 
lower the rate, offering to assist other agents 
in cases where the latter are interested. This 
mutual co-operation is having its results, ard 
local agents fix the rates to suit themselv« 
This state of affairs is being noticed in several 
towns. 

+e ae 
WISCONSIN AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 

American, Phila.—Arthur L. Dundas, Ashland. 

American, Newark—W. H. Pierstorff, Middl: 
tonritish American, N. Y¥.—Max E. Szymanski 
Milwaukee. . 

British America, Can.—Michael P. Schmitt, S»- 
perior. 


Equitable F. & M.—D. E. Wilcox, Oconto. 
Hamburg Bremen—Monroe Blandin, New Lon 


don; Henry Johnson, Edgerton. 


Hartford—John E. Fencel, Bangor; Williav 
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Pringle, Rib Lake; Harry D. and Edward L. But- 
ghard, Spring Valley. 

Law Union & Crown—Paul Rhine- 
lander; J. A. Smith, Eau Claire. 

Lafayette—Christian F. Klein, La Crosse. 

Liverpool & London & Globe—John W. Froeh- 
lich, Tomahawk. 

Milwaukee—Gustav FE. Kirchstein, Merrimac; 
Lemuel T. Davis and Robert W. Lueck, Waterloo ; 
Gerhard Franzen, Randon Lake; Bernhard Fran- 
zen, Fredonia. 

Milwaukee Mechanics—C. C. Baer, Sussex; 
William Magedenz, Duplainville; Frank E. Hess, 
North Prairie. 

National, Hartford—J. E. Litel, Albany. 

Niagara—John W. Froehlich, Tomahawk: Rob- 
ert Neuenschwander, Athens; George B. Wheeler, 
Lancaster; William R. Roach, Waterloo; Frank A. 
Urman, Oconto. 

Northern: Assurance—George Mueller, Milwau- 
kee. 

North British & Mercantile—Frank A. Urwan, 
Oconto. 

Norwich Union, Eng.—Thomas A. Hefty and 
Bartholomew A. Kunders, New Glarus; Hiram 8. 
Bell, Walworth. 

Orient—George and Robert M. Crawford, Min- 
eral Point. 

Potomac—William De Steese, Fond du Lac; 
ludley W. Fernandez and Frank E. Wright, Osh- 
kosh; E. K. Ansorge, Green Bay; William E. 
Walker, La Crosse. 

Prussian National—Andrew 
City. 

State—Paul Browne, Rhinelander; J. A. Smith, 
Eau Claire. 

Traders—J. H. Taylor, W. B. Gueinzius, C. A. 
Richardson, J. W. Hansen, Green Bay. 

Western Assurance—Joseph E. and Fred C. 
Krueger, Dousman. 


Browne, 








Kahn, Sr., Sauk 





WISCONSIN NOTES. 


W. R. Hoard has purchased the agency of 
W. H. Pellington of Sharon, Wis. Mr. Pel- 
lington goes with the Home in Illinois. 





MISCELLANEOUS NOTES. 


_The Continental has canceled its 
lines at St. Joseph, Mo. 

The University of Illinois at Champaign is 
now offering insurance courses. 

The Royal has appointed E. H. Dark and 
A. R. Thompson & Co. as Indianapolis agents. 

A, A. Moser of New York has gone South 
to assist State Agent Manning of the North 
British in Texas. 
_ The attorney-general of Iowa has applied 
for a receiver for the German Mutual Fire of 
Des Moines, which has been doing an under- 
ground business. 

John T. Glazier, assistant chief of the In- 
dianapolis fire department, has invented and 
tested in his own city a reservoir nozzle. It is 
fed by four streams from hydrants or engines 
and can be placed in hot corners where men 
could not stand the heat or apparatus find 
room. It recently threw a two-inch stream 
nearly 300 feet under 120 pounds pressure. 


packing 








Advertise judiciously. Every agent 
has at different times found it profit- 
able to supply the assured with a small 
complimentary insurance record. Our 
line of customers’ expiration books 
ranges in price from 10 cents te $2 
each. Send for a catalog. 

THE WESTERN UNDERWRITER COMPANY, 


Cincinnati-Chicago. 











BOOK FOR ADJUSTERS. 


_ The well-known adjuster, W. H. Dan- 
iels of Chicago, has issued a book. giving 
a comprehensive explanation of the va- 
rious rules for the apportionment of loss. 
It is a handy reference book, containing 
many illustrations of complex apportion- 
ments under specific and blanket policies. 
Price, $1.50 in morocco. 

THE WesTERN UNDERWRITER COMPANY, 

Chicago. Cincinnati. 











INSPECTION SLIP CASES. 


We are putting out a flexible morocco 
case with pockets on each side for in- 
Spection slips. One 4%4x9% inches sells 
for $1. The other, having flap cover 44x 
9, sells for $1.25. 

THE WESTERN UNDERWRITER Company, 
413 Vine street, 164 La Salle street, 

Cincinnati. Chicago, 

















STATE TOPICS OF ILLINOIS. 


STILL CLAIM GERMAN BROKE FAITH. 











Despite Special Agent Stuck’s Denial, the State 
Board Claims the Company Did Not 
Stand by Its Agreement. 


THE WESTERN UNDERWRITER last week 
stated that the German of Indiana returned 
to the Colvin agency at Hillsboro, thus being 
charged with breaking faith with the other 
companies. At the time of adopting the new 
rates and sending dailies through the stamp- 
ing office, Mr. Colvin refused to enter the 
agreement. Both the Illinois State Board 
and the Illinois Field Club took the matter 
up, the organization companies agreeing to 
retire from the Colvin office if the companies 
in the other agencies got in line. The Ger- 
man of Indiana returns to the Colvin office. 
Special Agent Stuck, in a letter to this paper, 
states that he reappoints Colvin because the 
Home of New York was given thirty days 
to get in line at Hillsboro, and did not do so. 
He says he investigated conditions at Hills- 
boro and found the Home was not sending its 
dailies through the secretary. Mr. Stuck 
also states that an article in the Record-Her- 
ald on the Hillsboro situation is correct. The 
Record-Herald said that the Home was in 
the Colvin agency, whereas it has never been 
in that office. The article again said that 
Secretary Persch of the State Board went to 
Hillsboro and arranged for the Home’s trans- 
fer, which was not the case. 

The agents at Hillsboro refused to abide 
by the new rates, but followed their own tar- 
iff. They ordered the stamping secretary to 
abide by their rates. The two field organiza- 
tions forced the issue, the Illinois Field Club 
saying its members would retire from the 
Colvin office if the union companies corrected 
their policies written at the agents’ rates 
within thirty days. The Home, according to 
State Board records, was in line within thirty 
days from the receipt of the Field Club’s let- 
ter. Its agency was E. B. Sawyer & Bro., 
doing considerably less than $200 a year. The 
company gave instructions to its agents which 
were not followed, and it transferred to Amos 


Miller, who has always reported through 
the stamping secretary. At State Board head- 
quarters this week it was claimed that the 


German broke faith in returning to Colvin, 
as all union companies were in line within 
the thirty days. 

Referring to the situation at Hillsboro. 
Special Agent Stuck of the German said last 
night: “I visited Hillsboro on July 20. I 
found the Home still in the office of E. B. 
Sawyer. Sawyer told me that the Home had 
not yet instructed him to report through the 
stamping office, although Special Agent Hurd 
had been there a few days previous. The Illi- 
nois Field Club notified the State Board on 
June 23 that the Field Club companies would 
retire from the Colvin agency if the Home 
was in line within thirty days. I found that 
the Home was not in line on July 24, thirty 
days after the Field Club letter was. received. 
On July 28, finding that the Home was still 
outside, I returned to the Colvin agency.” 





TALKS CONCERNING NEW SCHEDULES. 


Peoria Insurance Man Makes Some Explana- 
tion of the Dean Instrument in Its 
Relationship to Rates. 


One of the insurance men of Peoria in de- 
scribing the new Dean mercantile to a local 
paper says: 


“In the new schedule the new basis rate will 
be 45 cents on the $100 as against 60 cents in 
the old schedule. Added to this rate, there is 
an area charge which will effect the large 
buildings to a considerable degree. 

“The area is determined from getting the 





number of square feet in the ground floor. If 
that ground floor has but 1,000 square feet 
there will be no area charge, no matter what 
the height of the structure. If the groufid 
floor has an area of 2,000 square feet, there 
is a charge that runs, in this city, from 2 per 
cent of the basis rate up to 8 per cent, the 
highest charge being for a seven-story build- 
ing. For 3,000 square feet the charge runs 
from 4 to 16 per cent; for 4,000 from 6 to 24, 
When we get up to 10,000 square feet, about 
the area of our largest building, there is an 
extra charge of from 24 to 72 per cent of the 
basis rate, and this 72 per cent is for a five- 
story building. 

“It is plain the underwriters have concluded 
the risk is much greater in a large building 
and they propose to charge for it. This one 
item of area may raise the rate in the largest 
building in Springfield from 47 cents on the 
$100 to 77 cents. 

“There is also an added charge for the 
stories in a building. The 45 cents basis rate 
is for a three-story building; for four stories 
it is 50 cents; for five it is 59 cents; and then 
you add 18 cents for each story above that. 
It will be seen that the large tall building gets 
hit for a rather heavy rate. 

“There are charges for walls deficient in 
thickness, or material, for roofs of shingle, for 
wood ceilings, for openings for partitions that 
are not standard. There is a charge for every- 
thing about the building that is not standard. 

“On the other hand if one has a very good 
building, a standard structure, he can _ get 
credits, and these cut down the insurance rates. 
The credits run from 2 to 20 per cent of the 
basis rate. 

“Under the new schedule the occupancy of 
a building will have a good deal to do with 
the rate. Some lines are known to be much 
more combustible than others, there is a charge 
in proportion to the risk assumed in each case. 
There was some of this under the old schedule, 
but it is made much plainer »nder the new.” 





PARTNERSHIP IS DISSOLVED. 

The agency firm of Scott & Humphrey of 
Springfield, who are outside the local board, 
has dissolved partnership, George Humphrey 
moving to Chicago to engage in insurance, 
Dr. J. W. Scott will continue the business. 

ae ++ 
MORE GRAIN INSURANCE WANTED. 

The Illinois elevators are filling up some- 
what with the new oats crop and hence there 
is a demand for insurance. Next month will 
There is 
a good crop of ovts in the State this year. 

++ ++ 
WRITE MORE FREELY ON BROOMCORN 
Companies are writing rather more freely 


be the best one for grain insurance. 


on broomcorn in I}linois than they have been. 
Many companies will not write broomcorn be- 
that stored in the 
conditions in the 


to the trust or 
The 


districts, however, are said to have been im- 


longing 


country. broomcorn 


proved. 


+e ++ 
TO HAVE MEET NG IN OCTOBER. 
The Illinois Association of Local Agents 
will hold its annual meeting shortly before 


the gathering of the National Association in 
October. 
quiet during the last year and there is being 
no call for taxes. ‘The members desire that 
President C. P. Whitney another 
year, but Mr. Whitney is not anxious for the 
position. 


The Illinois people have been very 


continue 


++ ae 

MORE APPOINTMENTS IN SMALL TOWNS. 

Special ‘agents of the so-called small town 
companies in Illinois report that more com- 
panies are appointing agents in villages than 
ever before. They seem to be attracted to 
these towns by the profit that has been made 
in them. The competition will, therefore, be 
increased. 





ILLINOIS NOTES. 
W. J. Lincoln enters the business at Mt. 
Pulaski, with the Greenwich. _ ; 
D. B. Blewett gets the Greenwich at Galena. 
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LIFE INSURANCE CIRCLES. 


GIVES THE LIFE INSURANCE REPORT. 











Commissioner Vorys of Ohio Tells of New 
Laws and Makes Other Comment on 
the Business. 


In his report on the life insurance business 
of Ohio, A. I. Vorys, superintendent of in- 
surance, calls attention to changes in the laws 
of the State permitting domestic life insurance 
companies to invest in mortgages on real estate, 
provided that when the amount loaned shall 
exceed one-half the value of the land, exclu- 
sive of structures thereon, such structures shall 
be insured in an authorized fire insurance com- 
pany for the benefit of the mortgagee. Prior to 
this amendment life companies could not invest 
in mortgages, unless the real estate, exclusive 
of improvements, was worth double the 
amount loaned thereon. 

Provision was also made permitting life 
insurance companies to transact health insur- 
ance in addition to the life and accident busi- 
ness heretofore authorized. Provision was 
made for the admission of “assessment health 
companies” of other States. 

Two companies were admitted during the 
year, one, The Ohio Life Insurance Company 
of Cincinnati, went into the hands of a re- 
ceiver. One assessment life and one assess- 
ment accident company also went into the 
hands of receivers. 

Four companies, the Travelers, Security 
Trust and Life, Pacific Mutual and A&tna Life, 
were authorized to transact health business un- 
der the amendment of the laws noted above. 

The following shows the aggregate Ohio 
business for 1902: 


Number of policies in force... 1,085,993 
Amount of insurance in force.. 586,825,446 
Average amount of neem iia 540 
Premiums received. . -s 20,337,942 
LOSSES. PAI. «:...06ccicesicces sees 6,683,531 


The aggregate : mailion received in 1902 
were $2,141,959.00 in excess of the amount re- 
ceived by the same companies in 1901, and thie 
losses paid were $275,383.00 less than in 1901. 





CINCINNATI DELEGATION. 

The following delegates and alternates to 
the National Association’s convention at Bal- 
timore have been chosen to represent the Cin- 
cinnati association: Delegates—John Dolph, 
Metropolitan; Collin Ford, AZtna; 5S. M. 
Brandebury, Mutual, N. Y.; Millard W. Mack. 
Northwestern Mutual; L. D. Drewry, Mutual 
Benefit; G. C. Dieterly, Prudential; John A. 
Ringold, Berkshire. Alternates—Isaac Bloom, 
Penn Mutual; George F. Whitlock, Pruden- 
tial (ordinary); William V. Holley, Trav- 
elers; R. P. Woods, Manhattan; H. S. Me- 
Nulty, Mutual Benefit; W. A. R. Bruehl, 
Home; W. B. Jones, State Mutual. 

++ ++ 


WHAYNE LIFE INSURANCE CASE. 


In regard to the Whayne case at Louisville, 
the Journal of Commerce says: 


“In the defense by the insurance com- 
panies who are contesting the Whayne case a 
plaster cast of the grounds on which Robert 
C. Whayne, a well-known Louisville business 
man, was standing when he met his death by 
a gunshot wound on the night of December 17 
last will be presented in court. The Whayne 
death furnished one of the greatest insurance 
sensations that Louisville ever had, not being 
eclipsed even by the Paul Caine episode. 
Whayne, who had been in the machine bus- 
iness there for twenty years, was found by 
his son, Raymond, with a gaping wound in 
his breast, caused by a shotgun, the body ly- 
ing in a lane near his home. The gun had been 
loaded with buckshot. He was two feet from 
an iron fence. 

‘The insurance companies were aroused 
when they learned immediately following the 
death that W hayne was covered by policies 





aggregating $350,000. Although his circum- 
stances were not such as to enable him to 
carry such indemnity he had for some years 
been one of the most conspicuous target insur- 
ance risks in the city, and made a practice of 
purchasing insurance of the flyer variety, 
which, by constantly changing from year to 
year, he got for a few dollars a thousand. His 
income, although more than a salaried man’s, 
was still not sufficient to carry anything like 
the heavy policies that were on his life. Some 
of the policies were incontestable, and these 
were paid soon after the burial to the Fi- 
delity Trust Company. In the Equitable alone 
he carried four policies, aggregating $256,000 
of insurance value. Over $100,000 of this 
amount was paid, being incontestable, and the 
estate sued for the balance. The Union Cen- 
tral and Northwestern Mutual Life policies 
were incontestable, but the Provident Savings 
Life contested some of its insurance. When 
the cases finally come up in court the defense 
will make an exceedingly hard fight in the 
effort to prove Whayne a suicide.” 





TRANSFER IS NOW BEING EFFECTED. 


Northern Central’s Agency Force in a Body 
Will Be Transferred to the Pittsburg 
Life & Trust. 


The reinsurance of the Northern Central 
Life of Toledo by the Pittsburg Life & Trust 
is causing much work in the Northern Cen- 
tral office. The Pittsburg is taking over the 
company’s entire agency force and will put 
considerable spirit and money into the agency 
plant. The subordinary department of the 
Northern Central will be continued along 
more progressive lines. It has not been de- 
cided what course the Pittsburg will take as 
to the Northern Central’s combined accident 
and life policies. They were popular with 
some agents, while others were not able to 
make much progress with them. 

Captain Matthews, president, and J. P. Slem- 
mons, secretary of the Northern Central, may 
contract with the Pittsburg, but this will not 
be taken up until later. The Pittsburg is 
entering Ohio, and the preliminaries toward 
carrying out the reinsurance are being com- 
plied with. 

The Pittsburg has an old and very valuable 
charter, which will permit it to operate various 
lines of business. Its two special policies are 
the gold bond and one providing for the issu- 
ance of a $1,000 paid-up policy every year on 
the ten and twenty payment life plan. This 
charter was purchased by the present man- 
agement of the Pittsburg, and the company 
was commissioned the first of the year, Gen- 
eral Manager Baldwin having been with the 
New York Life. 

The whole trouble with the Northern Cen- 
tral was lack of funds. Captain Matthews 
saw the issue, telling the directors that there 
were two alternatives, either to put in $75,000 
or $100,000 or reinsure. When J. G. Robison 
stocked the company he had small moneyed 
people in it, and hence they did not feel like 
coming to the rescue. Captain Matthews and 
his friends put in $84,000 to put the company 
in better shape. The stockholders will come 
out whole. The mistakes made by Secretary 
J. G. Robison were hard to overcome, and 
many evidences of his misrepresentation came 
to light. 





BANKERS RESERVE LIFE’S PLANS. 

The Bankers Reserve Life of Omaha, Neb., 
which has been operating under the stipulated 
premium law of Nebraska, as already an- 
nounced, has reorganized under the legal re- 
serve law of the State. The company has 
built up the nucleus of a good plant in its 
home State and those adjacent. It is just 
entering Kansas and is now operating in 
eight States. It will extend its field just as 
soon as it secures competent agents. Presi- 
dent B. H. Robison states that the company 
expects to double its business in a year’s time. 





The statement shows that the Bankers Re 
serve Life has $6,002,750 in force and a net 
increase of assets since the December state- 
ment of $53,586.54. The present value of the 
outstanding policies, figured in the usual way, 
is $131,826.60. The resources were $170,- 
407.42. The surplus to policyholders July 31 
was $37,605.36. On the 6th day of Augus' 
the company had on deposit with the insurance: 
department of Nebraska $100,950 in approved 
securities, over $55,500 of which was in reg 
istered coupon school and municipal bonds, 
and $45,450 of first mortgage real estate se 


curities. 
++ ++ 


LIFE APPOINTMENTS. 
OHIO. 

Mtna—John W. Moore, Hubbard: Clyde Rea 
soner, Zanesville; Geo. J. Magly, Columbus; F. 
W. Arnold, Bellefontaine. 

Bankers—J. M. Payne, Columbus; W. H. Beck, 
Cleveland; E. T. McCormack, London; Harrison 
J. Wolfe, Youngstown. 

., - coe Mutual—Edward Trouts, Clev: 
and. 

Michigan Mutual—James E. Raymer, Toledo. 

Mutual, N. Y.—Harrison J. Wolfe, Youngstown : 
W. W. Brandebury and Joseph I. Brackman, Cin 
cinnati. 

New England—-F. C. Wells, Wadsworth. 

New York—George T. Carr, Cleveland; C. C. 
Meekison, Napoleon; Paul C. Patton, Sidney. 

Provident Savings—Charles H. Moliman, 
Springfield. 

Provident Life & Trust—R. L. McKenty, East 
Liverpool. 

Security—Calvin Wilson, Yarico. 

State, Indianapolis—W. L. Pearce, Union City. 

Travelers—Ralph Day, Columbus; W. H. Os 
born, Pomeroy. 

Washington—Ed. R. Batterson, Wheelersburg; 
W. K. Burke, Portsmouth. 

WISCONSIN. 

Equitable, N. Y.—L. J. Breylinger, Monticello: 
J. G. Corry, Bloomington; T. Caswell, Whitehall ; 
G. A, Cypreansen, Eau Claire; Mary V. De Both, 
Green Bay; Eliza Kennedy, Green Bay; W. W. 
Lilly, Milwaukee; A. W. Messinge, Menomonie ; 
F. Olsen, Alma Center; J. H. Pobreslo, La Crosse; 
=... Reilley. Osceola; P. S. Stewart, Elkhorn. 














G Topping, Milwau- 
kee. 

Michigan Mutual—William S. Audiss, Oshkosh. 

Mutual, N. Y.—J. Fred Schwartz, Brillion: Roy 


¢ Smelker. Dodgeville; Charles E. Stocker, Platte- 
ville; W. H. Towsley, Olivet; F. J. Venie. Reese- 
ville; George H. Babcock, Charles E. Crain, Mil- 
waukee; Elmer E. Bright, Pine Hill; Theodore 
Cook, Prescott; Henry Fetzer, Sturgeon Bay; F. 
H. Fischer, Bloomington; Orlo L. Fuller, Pepin: 
Phillip A. Glass, River Falls; S. F. Grover, 
Grantsburg: J. G. Hemming, Janesville. 

Mutual Benefit—Wellesley D. Wise, Madison. 

New York Life—M. L, Gordon, Nelsonville; 
William O. Hansen, Beloit. 

Northwestern Mutual—F. H. Dodge, N. H. Falk, 
Lake Mills; Julius Rathman, Milwaukee; William 
Middlecamp, Oshkosh. 

Northwestern L. & S.—C. O. Presnall, Hancock; 
A. E. Dunlap, Ripon; G. F. Burtsch, Superior. 

Pacific Mutual—William G. Gebhardt, Shawano. 

Travelers—Frank H. Snyder, Janesville; Julius 
Lindstedt and Frank Hofman, Manitowoc. 

Union Central—A. D. Tennant, Abbotsford. 

MICHIGAN. 

Equitable, N. Y. C. Voght, Escanaba; R. E. 
Brown, Sault Ste. Marie. 

Fidelity Mutual—E. W. Hoague, Kalamazoo. 

Illinois—W. N. Lanphere, Detroit. 

John Hancock—J. E. Taylor, Cincinnati. 

Mass. Mutual—J. F. Wilcox, Adrian: G. A. 
Parker, Marine City; I. E. Chapman, Ypsilanti 

Northwestern Mut.—W. H. Zacharias, Oshkosh. 

Northwestern Life & Savings—I. M. Gage, 
Luther. 

Mich. Mutual—Alexander Wagner, Minden City. 

Mut. Life, [11.—F. W. Bascomb, Lansing; J. I’. 
Leatherman, Lansing : F. E. Valentine, St. Johns. 

Nat. Life, Vt.—Arthur Bishop, Detroit; ©. ©. 
Goodrich, Detroit. 

Prudential—O. D. Iludnutt, Hanover. 

INDIANA. 

Equitable, N. Y.—Tem Dorrell, Greenwood 

Fidelity Mutual—Peter Triutt and _ Clifford 
Morrow, Indianapolis. 

Home Life—Charles Enkoff, Montgomery: W. 
S. Wycoff, Proctor. 

Illinois Life—B. H. Prather, Flora. ; 

New York Life—J. H. Waterbury, Indianapolis. 

Prudential—Frank Deardoff, Brazil; John W. 














What Are You Thinking Of? 


Be your own manager and get all 
the renewals. One of the best com- 
panies in New York is making direct 
contracts for small districts. Send 
in your application. Address 











‘Life Insurance Superintendent, 
Care THE WESTERN UNDERWRITER CO., 
Johnston Building, - = CINCINNATI, 9°. 
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Durham, Evansville; Mathew Halbig, Evansville ; 
Albert A. Hill, Terre Haute; Charles E. Lowther, 
Terre Haute. 

William A. Lambert, Brazil; 


George Rausch, 
Evansville. 


ae +t 
PLANTING AGENCIES IN MICHIGAN. 

Manager of Agencies W. F. Workman of 
the Franklin Life of Springfield, Ill, is spend- 
ing the summer at Macatawa Beach, Mich., 
and incidentally is organizing the Michigan 
field for his company. The Franklin entered 
Michigan four months ago, but the State up 
to the present has remained fallow. Man- 
ager Workman has started quite a number of 
agents working, and has closed a contract 
with two Chicago men to take charge of the 
State next month, they guaranteeing to pro- 
duce $500,000 a year. 

++ ++ 
LEWIS BECOMES SPECIAL AGENT. 

Charles M. Lewis has accepted a position as 
special agent in the life department of the 
Traveters at the Columbus (O.) office. Mr. 
Lewis has been a newspaper man for years, 
working on New York, Chicago and San 
Francisco papers in addition to those pub- 
lished in Columbus. For the past five years 
he has been an editorial writer on the Co- 
lumbus Dispatch. 

++ te 
PUSHING THE BOND BUSINESS. 

The Mutual Life of Illinois is pushing its 
fifteen-year bond contract and while its regu- 
lar men can handle this policy if they desire, 
yet it is looked after chiefly by regular men 
who devote their time to it. An official of the 
company states that the estimates as to 
expected profits are put out and the agents 
are instructed to sell the contract on its 
merits. 

Jas. T. Duke of Galesburg handles the bond 
proposition for Illinois ouiside of Cook 
county. C. C. Otis of Lansing has Michigan, 
but is also sending in a fine line of ordinary 
business, Alfred Wormsley of Harrisburg 
has Pennsylvania, and is writing $1,000 a 
week in premiums. As Ohio and Tennessee 
object to the contract no effort is made to 
write it in those States. 

++ at 

EQUITABLE AGENTS WERE ENTERTAINED. 

The agents of the Equitable Life of Iowa 
were entertained by the home office force 
last week at Des Moines. Among the agents 
in attendance were: 

Charles Schermerhorn, Springfield, Ill.; G. 
W. Farley, Toledo, O.; C. H. McDowell, In- 
dianapolis, Ind.; S. M. Wright, Grand Rap- 
ids, Mich.; H. C. Finch, Northwood, _Ia.; 
L. A. Knudtsen, Meltonville, Ia.; S. L. Minot, 
Belle Plaine, Ia.; H. E. Aldnch, G. W. Dickey, 
A. R. Ferguson, O. V. Cunning, Cedar Falls; 
W. A. Barnes, Davenport; R. W. Kitchen, 
Fort Dodge; L. Hezzelwood, Iowa Falls; H. 
C. Campbell, Sioux Falls, S. D.; F. A. Grif- 
fith, Kansas City, Mo.; H. H. Ewing, To- 
peka, Kan.; C. H. Hatton, Wichita, Kan. 

lhe program was as follows: 

First meeting, Thursday, August 20, 2 p. m. 
—Subject, “The Successful Presentation of 
Life Insurance and Our Company.” Five to 
ten minute addresses by agents named by the 
chairman, each followed by general discussion. 

“question box” was instituted. Questions 
on subjects of general interest were filed in 
writ ng. 

Interlude, Thursday, 6:30 p. m—A carriage 
drive along Grand avenue to Ingersoll Park. 

Second meeting, Friday, August 21, 9:30 
a. m.—Subject, “The Development of General 
and District Agencies.” Special short ad- 


dresses, as at first meeting, and general dis- 
cussion, 


hird meeting, Friday, August 21, 2 p. m— 
Subject, “The Relation of the Agent to the 
Home Office.” Suggestions and remarks by 
Various officers of the company, including 
Medical Director Hanawalt. General discus- 
sion. Replies to question in box. Vice-Pres- 
der Kirk presided at all the above meetings. 

Fourth meeting, Friday, August 21, 7:30 
P. m.—A modest banquet at the Savery House 





offered the guests. 
ady and Hoyt 
Hubbell presided. 
Saturday, August 22, 10 a. m—A visit to 
the state house, including an inspection of 
the securities of the company on deposit there. 


Ex-Presidents P. M. Cas- 
Suerman present. President 





REPORT ON FRATERNAL INSTITUTIONS. 


Commissioner Vorys of Ohio Hopes for Uni- 
form Action on Part of the Insur- 
ance Superintendents. 


In his report relating to fraternal beneficiary 
associations, Commissioner Vorys of Ohio 
calls special attention to the labors of the com- 
mittee on fraternal insurance, appointed at the 
1902 convention of insurance commissioners. 
The hope is expressed that a uniform code will 
be adopted during the 1903 convention. It is 
a matter to be noted that the greater part of 
the questions naturally arising in this depart- 
ment is set aside for discussion by the com- 
missioners at their coming convention. If this 
action on the part of Mr. Vorys, who is presi- 
dent of the convention, can be taken as an 
indication, insurance circles will experience a 
marked relief from existing widely divergent 
state laws. 

Six new fraternal organizations, four being 
located in Ohio, were licensed during the year. 
Three failed to report or to apply for a re- 
newal of their licenses. 

Sixty-seven organizations reported showing 
a membership of 3,011,352 with $4,351,443,031.58 
insurance in force. The income from all 
sources for the year is $48,555,970.11. The 
losses paid amounted to $37,790,417.76, while 
the expense of management was $5,503,045.42. 
The Ohio share in these figures is, membership, 
228,394; insurance in force, $285,991,151.50; 
losses paid, $2,510,825.61. 





MASSACHUSETTS MUTUAL IN OHIO. 
From present the 
Mutual will soon have a considerable number 
of agents at Ohio. Since Lot H. 
Brown took charge of the State as manager 
of agents on the first of June, he has appointed 
six general agents and has negotiations on 
with a number of other men. The appoint- 
ment of Charles G. Smith at Columbus and 
D. D. Fennell at Akron have already been 
mentioned. The latest ones are J. G. Mon- 
roe and C. S. Vorhees at Dayton, C. C. Hat- 
field at Lebanon, and U. G. Smith at Wash- 
ington C. H. At present the company has 
no representative at Cincinnati, except John 
T. Roberts, the cashier, and Mr. Brown, who 
is there part of the time. It is expected that 
a general agent for Cincinnati will be ap- 
pointed shortly. 
++ ++ 


prospects Massachusetts 


work in 


SEEKING THE NORTHWESTERN AGENTS. 
reinsurance of the North- 
western Life & Savings of Des Moines, other 
companies are making an indefatigable effort 
to secure the company’s managers and agents. 
As most of the managers have money tied up 
in their agencies, it is likely they will con- 
tract with the Northwestern National Life. 
Some of the agents will shift to other com- 
panies. 


Following the 


++ ++ 
PRUDENTIAL CHANGES AT CANTON. 

John A. Strang, superintendent of the Pru- 
dential at Canton, O., has been obliged to re- 
sign on account of continued ill health. The 
Canton district has been cut in two. William 
A. Worthington, promoted from an assist- 
ancy at York, Pa., becomes superintendent at 
Canton, and Arthur M. Kennery, who has been 
detached assistant at Massillon, becomes su- 
perintendent of the new Akron district. Mr. 
Strang was with the Prudential about seven- 
teen years, of which fourteen was in unbroken 
service at Cincinnati and Canton. He prac- 
tically built up the company’s business at Cin- 





cinnati and trained some of the men who have 
since become prominent in Prudential ranks, 
among them A. X. Schmitt of Chicago. He 
has many friends among Prudential men from 
one end of the country to the other. 
++ ++ , 
FEDERAL LIFE IN OHIO. 

The changes in the management of the Ohio 
field for the Federal Life seem to be working 
to the satisfaction of all concerned. 
McKeag and Powell, who were behind the 
Federal Agency Company, found that it was 
too big a proposition to handle the whole 
State, so a few months ago they wound up the 
agency company and relinquished all their ter 
ritory except six counties in southwestern 
Ohio, of which they became general agents. 
hey are pleased with the results of the 
change, as under the old arrangement it took 
all the money they could make to develop new 
territory. Now what they make is _ theirs, 
while the company is free to carry out its 
own plans in the remainder of the State. 


Messrs. 





LIFE NOTES. 


The Security Life & Annuity Company of 
Philadelphia is entering Wisconsin. 


The Cleveland Life Underwriters Associa- 
tion had an outing at Put-in-Bay last week. 

Vice-President Buckner of the New York 
Life, who has been abroad for the company 
for four months, is now returning home. 

The Cincinnati office of the Federal Life will 
be removed from the Carew building to the 
Atlas National Bank building on September 1. 

William L. Esterly of Youngstown Ohio, 
fermerly in life insurance work in New York, 
has taken the Reliance Life of Pittsburg for 
several eastern Ohio counties. 

The Pittsburg Life & Trust calls attention 
to the fact that by the terms of its charter it is 
permited to write accident and health insur- 
ance as well as life insurance. 

Willard G. Barnes, for some years in the 
passenger department of the B. & O. S. W. 
Railroad at Cincinnati, has gone with the Pru- 
dential in George F. Whitlock’s general 
agency. 

The Conservative Life of Los Angeles hopes 
to pass all companies in business written in 
California this year. To do this it must write 
$7,000,000 in the State. The Equitable is now 
the state leader. 

W. R. Harvey, local agent of the Pacific 
Mutual Life Insurance Company at Brigham 
City, Utah, has been missing since August 1. 
A discrepancy of $1,000 in his accounts has 
been discovered. 


The Security Mutual Life is bringing out 
several new policies. They will be ready about 
the first of September, and it is expected that 
a very large new business will result for the 
remainder of this year. 

Sidney Rosenthal, cashier of the Prudential’s 
Marquette building branch at Chicago, led all 
the special agents in the western division for 
amount of paid business during July. He is 
No. 2 for the entire country. 


Mark Davis, manager of the Southern Ohio 
branch of the Canada Life, has sent out invi- 
tations to his agents, medical examiners and 
policyholders to attend the Cincinnati Fall Fes 
tival and make his office their headquarters. 

The general agency of the Provident Life 
& Trust at Toledo, Ohio, has been discon 
tinued, and the territory which it has covered 
has been given back to the general agencies 
at Cincinnati and Cleveland, from which it 
was taken. 

L. W. Ross, who was appointed general 
agent of the Michigan Mutual Life for South 
eastern Ohio and part of Kentucky a few 
months ago, has resigned and become a spe- 
cial agent of the Prudential in George F. 
Whitlock’s general agency at Cincinnati. 

George Gonser, formerly Deputy Secretary 
of State for Indiana, who committed suicide 
last week by throwing himself under a train 
at Indianapolis, had a policy for $13,000 in the 
New York Life. Gonser had been doing some 
insurance work for the Equitable Life and 
the day he ended his life was to have signed 
a regular contract. Previously he had been 
in the employ of the New York Life for a 
short period. 
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AMONG THE GASUALTY MEN. 


WORD FROM AN OFFICIAL. 


The vice-president of one of the largest 
and best companies writing liability in- 
surance, in a personal letter to the editor 
of THE WESTERN UNDERWRITER, Says: 


“If within your rules kindly extend my 
compliments to the man who gathers your 
liability news. He has the faculty of 
bringing together more that is interesting 
than anyone else in the business, and, be- 
sides, his statements always seem to be 
well founded and judicially expressed.” 

















PASTURAGE FOR ACCIDENT COMPANIES 





Many Peculiar Varieties of Injuries Culled from 
the Daily Papers for a Week in 
Indiane. 


Accident insurance agents ought to be doing 
good business in Indiana now. The record for 
accidents seems to be in a fair state to be 
broken in that State. Not mentioning the 
scores of people injured or killed on railroads, 
both steam and interurban, by drowning, gaso- 
line explosions, cave-ins, falls from buildings, 
in runaways, by electrical shocks, by lightning, 
and wind-storms, by boiler and nitroglycerine 
explosions, bridge collapses, fire, etc. Here 
are a few of the more unusual perils connected 
with life in the Hoosier State: 

Mrs. Oldham, Connersville, was knocked 
down and trampled by the family pet horse. 

Miss Margaret Rhea, Madison, choked to 
death on a peanut. 

Chester Conn, Lafayette, crushed by fire de- 
partment horse which he was exercising, fall- 
ing upon him when a culvert gave way under 
its weight. 

Wm. R. Clarke, Owensville, killed by fall- 
ing into his corn crib. 

Geo. Haas, Indianapolis, died from septic 
poisoning from a splinter in his hand. 

Chas. Purkey buried under iron pipes at 
Elkhart while riding on a coal car, the fasten- 
ings of the pile of a two-inch pipes on the 
next car breaking. 

Mrs. David Lehman, Goshen, fell from the 
back porch into the cistern. 

Mrs. John Travis, Clay City, got up to close 
the shutters during a rain storm in the night, 
mistook a window for a door and fell twelve 
feet outside. 

Phillip Hoener, Evansville, climbed a peach 
tree for fruit for a sick friend, fell and sus- 
tained injuries from which he died. 

Apps Carmack, Kokomo, swallowed a sam- 
ple box of pills and died. 

Isaac Frain, Elkhart, dragged by a runaway 
cow, his head struck a stone and he died in- 
stantly. 

Mrs. Chas. Major, Shelbyville, wife of the 
author of “When Knighthood was in Flower,” 
spilled a few drops of alcohol on her dress 
while filling a small lamp, a spark from the 
match flew to her dress and she was badly 
burned. 

Mrs. Hattie Lake, New Albany, ate canned 
peaches and died of ptomaine poisoning. 

Herbert Whitmore, Indianapolis, welding 
iron in a foundry when the tongs slipped and 
the red hot pieces flew against his body, burn- 
ing it horribly. 

Nimrod Johnson, Richmond, while on an 
electric light pole, grasped a live wire and 
was unable to release his hold until two fingers 
and a thumb burned through and let him drop 
thirty feet to the ground. 

Julius Taussig of Hammond saw a match 
on the kitchen floor while his wife was filling 
the stove with gasoline. He said that was 
dangerous and stepped to pick it up. Miscal 
culating the distance he stepped on the match 
and an explosion followed, badly burning his 
wife and one child. 

While workmen engaged at Anderson in lay- 
ing water mains had hold of a large wrench, it 
slipped, hurled them into White river, across 
which the mains were being laid and held them 
under the water until they nearly drowned be- 
fore being rescued. 

Mrs. John Brown, Brinley, Ind., was pump- 
ing water from a wind pump when the balance 
weight fell, striking her squarely on the head. 





The son of Whitney Parker, North Webster, 
was adjusting a bridle on a horse when it 
raised its knee and stamped its foot to scare 
off some tues and the hoof in its decent 
clipped the big toe off the boy’s foot. 

Della Brown, fourteen years, Waterloo, Ind., 
was scratched by a cat and died from hydro- 
phobia. 

Ida Starr, sixteen, Bluffton, died from a 
wound in her neck caused by the accidental 
discharge of a toy pistol. 

Jacob Loffer, promient stock buyer, Degraff, 
took a drink of carbolic acid in mistake for 
gin and died. 

Ella Smith, Indianapolis, got a watermelon 
seed stuck in her throat and was only saved 
from strangulation by the skilled efforts of a 
physician. 

Earl Gilbert, Muncie, ran a rusty nail in his 
foot and died of blood poisoning. 

Fifty feet of stone cornice fell at Ft. Wayne, 
burying three workmen under the debris, kill- 
ing one and seriously injuring the others. 





CASUALTY APPOINTMENTS. 
OHIO. 

Central Accident—Theo. A, Johnson, Hubbard; 
Cc. D. Geach, Chicago. 

Continental Casualty—Peter A. Franks, Galion. 

Federal Union Surety—Robert M. Noll, Marietta. 

Indiana & Ohio Live Stock—A. Young & Co., 
Lima; J. H. Holloway, Flushing; J. T. Haines, 
Martins Ferry; Lee N. Parrish, Hamilton; A. 
Reeder, South Charleston; Robert Boyd, Coshoc- 
ton: George W. Peters, Lancaster; Clifford D. 
Bevis. Harrison; James Moyer, Findlay; Stream 
& Salisbury, Mt. Vernon: Reese R. Jones, Newark ; 
Burnham & Pierce, London; Heller & Bundenthal, 
Dayton; F. J. Greer, Ottawa; E. M. Roberts, 
Ravenna: The King Company, Warren; Henry O. 
Snyder & Son, Urichsville. . 

Ocean Accident & Guarantee—George I. Bien- 
fang, Cincinnati: W. P. McCarran, East Liverpool. 

Philadelphia Casualty—William K. Briggs, Cin- 
cinnati: Seott S. and Jerome G. Wolf, Fremont. 

Pacific Surety—W. A. Lytle. Canton. 

U. 8S. Casualty—Riblet & Henderson, Youngs- 
town; Will Havens, West Union; Frank Skinner, 
Morrow. 





INDIANA. 
Standard—D. M. Bechtel, Goshen. 
Travelers—John J. Keller. Whiting. 
United States Casualty—Charles H. Friedrich, 
Hammond. 
MICHIGAN. 


, ~" Guarantee & Acc.—W. T. Putnam, Ypsi- 
anti. 


Maryland Cas.—R. W. Fitch, Detroit. 


U. S. Fidelity & Cas.—Macenzie & Cadwallader, 
Owosso. 


Huron Indemnity, Mich.—N. G. Doan, Grand 
Rapids. 


Phenix Ace. & Sick Benefit, Mich.—Frank 
Buehler, Burlington; C. J. Sanders, Burlington ; 
Peter Connell, Pontiac; C. W. Robinson, Pontiac. 

U. S. Ace., Mich.—D. J. Treat, Decatur; W. H. 
McPherson, Hart; M. L. Fay, Manton; A. A. 
Lewis, Shelby; L, Davis, Walkerville. 

+t ne 
SURETY BUSINESS AT TOLEDO. 

Agents of surety companies at Toledo, O., 
report systematic rate cutting. Most of the 
companies are handled by fire insurance offices. 
There has been a fine increase in bonding 
business of various kinds in the city. 

++ ++ 

DREXELIUS & CO. APPOINTED MANAGERS. 

The Casualty Company of America has ap- 
pointed X. B. Drexelius & Co. of Cincinnati 
as general agents for southern Ohio, taking in 
Columbus and all territory south of Franklin 
county. Drexelius & Co. have a large fire 
agency at Cincinnati, with the general agency 
of the Columbia of New Jersey. The firm 
already has a considerable casualty business in 
Hamilton county and will organize the south- 
western part of the State as soon as the com- 


pany is admitted to Ohio. 
+t te 


GROWTH OF CASUALTY INSURANCE. 

There is a very noticeable change in the posi- 
tion which casualty insurance of various kinds 
holds among the local agents of Ohio. A few 
years ago many fire agencies had a small 
string of miscellaneous companies in which 
“pick-up” business of various kinds was placed. 
With most of them a little plate glass and now 
and then a liability or a personal accident risk 
constituted the most of this business. The 
Travelers, Fidelity & Casualty, Standard Acci- 
dent, Employers’ Liability and the purely plate 
glass companies were the main ones heard of. 
Even five years ago Frank Tallmadge, of Co- 
lumbus, was something of a curiosity in the 





insurance line because he conducted a strictly 


casualty office. The aggressive work of the 
American Bonding, Fidelity & Deposit and 
United States Fidelity & Guarantee in appoint 
ing bonding agents all over the State brought 
that line and its possibilities more to the atten- 
tion of agents. The advent of the Maryland 
Casualty, Ocean Accident and A&tna Liability 
in the liability field has brought the possibil- 
ities of that business more clearly before a 
larger number of local agents. The growth of 
burglary insurance, entrance of new companies 
into the steam boiler field and recent rise of 
industrial accident insurance have all added t 
the importance of the casualty business, and to 
many it is now evident that that branch of 
insurance is worthy of a better place than that 
of a side issue. As yet the business is largely 
in the hands of fire insurance offices, but it is 
receiving much more attention and in a number 
of places there are now agents doing a good 
business and recognized as important factors 
whose main line is casualty insurance. 
++ ++ 
BONDING RATES BEING CUT. 

Bonding agents in various parts of Ohio 
are complaining sericusly of demoralized con- 
ditions due to cutting of rates. Instances are 
cited of rates cut in half and even worse 
Some of them are doing but little, as their 
companies will not permit them to cut deep 
enough. One hears the opinion expressed in 
some quarters that the result must be the 
formation of a bonding compact for the salva 
tion of the business. 

++ at 
RAILROAD COMPANIES AND INSURANCE. 

All the roads in the West, except the Chi- 
cago, Burlington and Quincy give exclusive 
franchises to accident companies to solicit busi- 
ness. The road mentioned has a relief de- 
partment, but allows the Pacific Mutual and 
the Continental Casualty to solicit business 
on the road. The relief department is con- 
ducted by the road, it contributing a part of 
the premiums and the employes a part. While 
it pays out about the same amount as it gets 
in, yet it secures releases from insured em- 
ployes if they take advantage of the relief fund. 
In this way, it is thought, the company saves 
considerable money from damage claims. The 
fact that it has a relief department militates 
against the operations of the accident compa- 
nies. The benefits in many cases, however, 
are not large, and solicitors argue that an 
extra amount is advisable to carry in anotlier 
company. The Pennsylvania and the Balti- 
more and Ohio conduct similar relief depart- 
ments. 

++ a+ 
BRANCHING OUT IN BURGLARY. 

The AEtna Indemnity is now arranging to 
operate its burglary department in the western 
cities and will make quite a play for this class 
in Chicago. It issues the regular forms of 
burglary, theft and larceny policies for resi- 
dences, apartments and stables. It will also 
seek the better class of mercantile risks. ‘Ihe 
burglary companies now operating are the Fi- 
delity and Casualty, the United States Fidelity 
and Guaranty, AEtna Indemnity, Maryland 
Casualty, New Amsterdam Casualty and thie 
General Accident of Scotland. The Ocean 
Accident and Bankers Mutual Casualty of Des 
Moines only do a bank burglary business. 





CASUALTY NOTES. 


The Guarantee & Trust Company of Scran- 
ton, Pa., will be admitted to Wisconsin. 


E. R. Chandler & Co. get the plate g! 
agency of the New Amsterdam Casualty :9 
Detroit. C. L. Craner & Co., secure it for *' 
Louis. 


The Travelers has had the body of P: 
Caine of Louisville exhumed for exam! 
tion. He is supposed to have drowned. So 
think he took poison. -The Travelers had 
$10,000 accident policy involved. 
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EXPENSE ELEMENT IN UNDERWRITING 





President Seward of the Fidelity and Casualty 
Company Shows the Prevailing Tendency 
in Alt Forms of Insurance. 





President Seward of the Fidelity and Cas- 
ualty Company, in the monthly bulletin issued 
to the company, says, as to the expense ele- 
ment in insurance: 


“There is a persistent tendency in all lines 
of insurance to increase the commissions paid 
to agents and solicitors. Conservative com- 
panies in the life and other fields find it pos- 
sible often to determine by agreement the 
premium rates that are to be levied, but they 
are far less able or disposed to limit com- 
missions. In fact, when agreed rates are cn- 
forced, lax methods as to commissions become 
more common. Competition then takes the 
form of a contest to get agents, in which con- 
serv ative ideas as to cost are lost sight of. 

‘A further fact is that agents do not get much 
benefit from larger commissions. A large 
commission rate begets rebating. For example, 
when the fire companies pay heavy commis- 
sions, exceeding sometimes 25 per cent, agents 
are always present who will be satisfied to re- 
tain 10 pef cent or 5 per cent and to turn over 
the balance to the policyholder. Every year, 
{or years, the writer has been offered 70 per 
ent to go per cent of the past year’s premium 
on life insurance, tendered by some agent who 


,wants to make up an amount of insurance 


placed in the year that will 
bonus offered by his company. 

“A person who was urged to take up the 
soliciting of life insurance with the statenient 
that his circle of friends was large, responded, 
‘How could I urge my friends to take life 
insurance when I knew that out of every dol- 
lar paid by them on the first premium 65 cents 
would go into my own pocket?’ 

“Insurance managers at large condemn the 
publication of these facts. The public knows 
them and it is only a person of unusual ignor- 
ance who will not stipulate with the solicitor 
for a rebate. The disposition of managers to 


secure him a 








condemn the publication is, in fact, a practical 
confession of the evil. 

“Insurance agents also condemn such a pub- 
lication, and while doing so will give evi- 
dence that the premium charge is unduly, 
loaded by téndering rebates. 

“Insurance newspapers hold their peace on 
the subject. They probably know that the 
system is wrong but they do not like to dis- 
please patrons who pay well for advertising. 

“All insurance is a new field for enter- 
prise. Its developments have been made within 
the last century, and largely within the last 
twenty-five years. It is passing through stages 
inseparable from new enterprises. The con- 
sumer of insurance will not be satisfied for- 
ever with methods that raise the cost of insur- 
ance unduly. Already great strength is gath- 
ering with those who follow better methods. 
The mill mutuals are taking the best fire busi- 
ness in New England. Plans based on the 
same methods are being essayed in other lines. 
There must be evolution in insurance. There 
will be a survival of the fittest and the fittest 
will be the coacerns that give sound insurance 
at the lowest reasonable cost.” 
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4h. p. Sonat 4 to 30 miles per hour. 


The Lowest Priced Automobile 
in the World. 


Write for Catalogue 


WALTHAM MEG. CO. 
WALTHAM, MASS. 














if your present policy register is about used up 
send for a sample page of our form No. 132. Heavy 
linen, ledger stock. Good stiff board covers. 
Comes in three sizes, $1.75, $2.50 and $3.00. 
THe Western UNpreweitTer Comrany. 








A QUEEN NUGGET, 


The local fire insurance agent who per- 
sistently mixes brains with his work and 
who thoroughly believes in the high util- 
ity and importance of his calling leaves 
competition behind. He isa student of his 
business and makes no apology for it. 
He knows how to write a policy so as to 
protect his patrons’ interests and has the 
frankness and good sense to insist upon 
receiving full compensation for his work. 
Nine out of ten (the other one does not 
count) property owners admire this kind 
of an agent and will place most of their 
insurance with him. This kind of an agent 
should represent the Queen Insurance 
Company of America, for it is a company 
which is steadfastly appreciative of these 
characteristics and always proves itself 
a helpful factor in such an individual’s 
agency, notwithstanding the number of 
companies he may represent. 

Applications for agencies given prompt 
and careful consideration. 

Queen Insurance Company of America. 
—Assets, $5,744,340.80. Western depart- 
ment, Chicago. 

P. D. McGrecor, Manager. 
W. L. Kine, Asst. Manager. 











NIAGARA FALLS. 


When you go East, do not fail to go 
by way of the Michigan Central, “The 
Niagara Falls Route,” and include in your 
way the Detroit River and Niagara Falls. 
They are two sights to be matched no 
where else, and long to be remembered 
Drop a postal card to Jos. S. Hall, D. P. 
A., Detroit, for a descriptive folder. 














INDIVIDUAL FIRE UNDERWRITERS OF ST. LOUIS 


the Insurance Department of Missouri. 


$ 250,000.00 CASH_IN so hl TRUST co. 


750,000.00 SUBJECT TO CA 





$1,000,000.00 TOTAL AVAILABLE ASSETS. 








THE UNDERWRITERS ARE: 


Gronrce L. ALLEN, President Fulton Iron 


TKS. 

W. K. Bixsy, President American Car & 

Founary Co. 
S. Brookines, Vice-President Sam‘l 

Cupples Woodenware Co. 

James CAMPBELL, Banker 

MurRnaY CARLETON, President Carleton 
Dry Goods Co. 

H. N. Davis, Pres. Smith & Davis Mfg. Co. 

Joun D. Davis, Lawyer. 

> a Duta, Managing Director Conti- 

tal Tobacco Co. 

D. "R. FRANCIS, President D. R. Francis 
& Bro. Commission Co, 

Jos. M. HaYEs, President Jos. M. Hayes 

oolen Co. 

Samurc. M. KENNaRD, President J. Ken- 
nard & Sons Carpet Co. 

I. H. LionpERGER, Lawyer. 

P.C. sarrirt, Capitalist. 


GrorceE D. Markuam, Senior Partner W. 
H. Markham & Co. 

E.ias Micuak., Secretary and Treasurer 
Rice-Stix Dry Goods Co. 

I. W. Morton, Advisory Director Sim- 
mons Hardware Co. 

Tuomas H McKITTRICK, —— Har- 
gadine-McKittrick Dry Goods 

DANIEL C. NUGENT, First Vice-President 
B. Nugent & Bro. Dry Goods Co. 

EBEN RICHARDS, Vice-President Mexican 
Central Railroad. 

JoHN ScuLtin, Capitalist. 


E. C. Simmons, Advisory Director Sim- 


mons Hardware Co. 
Corwin H. Spencer, Capitalist. 
D. D. WALKER, Capitalist. 


Festus J. WapE, President Mercantile 


Trust Co, 


Roiia WELLS, Mayor of St. Louis and | 


President American Steel Foundry Co. 


Applications to W. H. MARKHAM @ CO., Attorneys and Managers. | 
Century Building, St. Louis. | 





HANDLERS OF ALL KINDS OF 


FIRE and MARINE SALVACE. 





PRINCIPAL OFFICE : 
Nos. 207 and 209 

MADISON STREET, 
CHICACO. 


LONG DISTANCE TELE- 
PHONE, MAIN 276. 





SOUTHERN DEPARTMENT ; 
No. 1005 
WASHINGTON AVE., 
ST. LOUIS. 


1.- F. SMALL, Superintendent. 
BELL TELEPHONE, 3081. 











INTER-STATE LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 


Fourth and Elm Sts., CINCINNATI, OHIO. 
CAPITAL, PAID-UP, $100,000. 


incerporated under the Legal Reserve Laws of Ohio, ......... 


-- 1901. 


$150,000 deposited with the State for the security of Policyholders. 


A staunch “ Old Line” Ohio company, with leading business men 


f Cincinnati in the directorate. 


_ Issues especially attractive policies on Ordinary Life, Limited 
*Syment, Endowment and Annuity Plans. 


w: 
te ry will be given. 


A District Agent Wanted for each county in Ohio and Kentucky, to 
m a liberal contract, with renewal commissions and exclusive ter- 


The Inter-State Life has all the advantages that other good 
companies have and is besides a HOME COMPANY. 
_ Agents will find it desirable to deal DIRECT WITH THE HOMB 
OF “ICE of the company which they represent. 
information cheerfully furnished. Correspondence confidential. 


A. G. TURNIPSEED, President. 














UNDERWRITERS’ 


HAND-BOOKS, 


PUBLISHED BY 


The Western Underwriter Company, 
CINCINNATI AND CHICAGO. 





Underwriters’ Hand-Book of Michigan, Published Biennially. 
Underwriters’ Hand-Book of Ohio and West Virginia, 
Published Annually. 





The most complete publications of the kind issued. In use by 
General, Special and Local Agents. Agency Directory, Company 


Statistics, Town Information. 





THE WESTERN UNDERWRITER. 


aie. ll ULC eee eee 
| Associated Allied 
UNITED INSURANCE COMPANY OF RALEIGH, N. C. 


a sae 
COMMONWEALTH INSURANCE CO. OF BEL AIR, MD. oe a 
NEWPORT INSURANCE CO. OF PROVIDENCE, R. I. ; | 


Aggregate Wealth of Underwriters Over $3,000,000. 
le mi epee os eee BOUGHAN & COMPANY, Atty’s and Managers, 


in the United States, its tributaries and Canada. 19 Liberty St., N. Y. City. 


FRANK A. COLLEY, “Svea | “a ee eo 


606 Association Bldg., CHICAGO. 


Provident Savings Life Assurance Society 


OF NEW YORK. 
EDWARD W. SCOTT, President. 
THE BEST COMPANY FOR POLICY HOLDERS AND AGENTS. 


























Successful Agents, and Gentlemen Seeking Remunerative Business Connections, May Apply to the Head 
Office, or any of the Society’s General Agents. 








SURPLUS LINES 


Metropolitan Fire Insurance Company 


Licensed bythe Iilinolstnsurance OF CHICACO, ILL. Department on Jan. 10th, 1903 














Cash Capital, ‘ , ° $100,000.00 Invested as Follows: 

Cash Surplus, ‘ 25,000.00 | City of Chicago4% Cold Bonds, $100,500.00 
Cash in Bank, . ° ° » 24,500.00 

Cash Assets, . . ° $125,000.00 


$125,000.00 


Lines solicited on risks carrying at least $100,000.00 insura~ce in stock companies and only at full tariffrate. Applicants will please quote at least a dozen com- 
panies on the identical risk, with amounts carried by each and other necessary information. Ten per cent commission allowed to brokers. 


JOHN NACHTEN & CO., Cen. Managers, . ° . 1569 La Salle Street, CHICACO. 
Arrangements for Eastern business can be made with EDWARD CLUFF, 80-82 William Street, New York City. 














ROLLA V. WATT, Mer., = | 6 ” _ F. SHALLCROSS, Mer. 
Pacific Coast Dept, Californie Oregon, | he Leading Fire Insurance Company of the World. San y Ooit porte. 
ioe mane tite, ieteien ie FREDR’K W DAY, 2d Ass’t Mer 
ew } " ska, \ ° '.° 
dont \octoune Uaahen, UNIFORM IN ITS BUSINESS METHODS. Slew York Department, 





N. W. Cor. Pine & Sansome, San Francisco. 60 Wall Street, New York City 


JOHN TENNEY, Mer., Geo. P. Field. E. B. Cowles. 
R. EMORY WARFIELD, Ass’t Mgr., FIELD & COWLES, Mers 
Middle Dept.—Pennsylvania, New Jersey, New Engleed De fires _ 
Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Caro- necticut, New Hem shire, Rhode island 
lina, District of Columbia, West Virginia. Vosmeed. tee P » BO ’ 
Royal Insurance Buliding, ’ 
806 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, 


85 Water Street, 

Jobn Law BROT ERS Mar W. Law. Boston, Mass. 
H grs. | C 

Western Dept.-—Ill nois, Ohio, Indiana. nsurance ompatly. MILTON DARCAN, Mer. 

Michigan, Iowa, Kansas, Missouri, Minne- 


Southern Dept.— Kentucky, Tennessee, 
sota, Wisconsin North Dakota, South Da- 














Georgia, Florida, South Carolina, Alabama, 
kota, Nebraska, Colorado, Wyoming. Transacting Business in America Mississippi, Texas, Arkansas, Louisiana, 
‘Royal Insurance Building, Over Half a Ce Oklahoma, Indian Territory. 
169 Jackson Street, Chicago. ’ er Half a Century. 








Atlanta, Ca. 




















ASSETS (Market Values), pe oT 
Jan. 1, 1902, $76,839,027.69 


THE— 
> is CONTINUED IN FORCE as ony as 
LIABILITIES, N. J. & N. Y. wiila Cnie if the value of the Policy will pay for 
Standard, . $71,933,206.07 or, if preferred, a Cash or Paid- 
; ’ licy Val llowed. After the 
SURPLUS, . . $4,905,821.62 Policy Value is allow 


second year, Policies are INCON- 
TESTABLE, and all restrictions as to 


residence, travel or occupation are 
Policies Absolutely Non-Forfeit- LIFE INSURANCE removed. 


able After Second Year. ee i 
Ame DODD, COMPANY, icy to Lente 1h Gash ne 


WANTED — Reliable and energetic President. NEWA RK, N. J. der Value, when a satisfactory aS- 


signment of the Policy is made as 
Agents. . . . For particulars, address the salsa anenuie. Losans ar 
Riaiedaee tanec, nomen, gak-cbdang immediately upon completion and 











Agents, whose name, address, and territory A. S. JOHNSTON, DREWRY & McNULTY, 
we given herewith. 3%: 3:3 3%: 3: 33 $3 


State Agent for Michigan, State Agent for Ohio, approval of proofs. 
Office, Campau Bldg., Office, The Pike Bidg., 
DETROIT. CINCINNATI. 












































THE WESTERN UNDERWRITER. 5 











¥N*TED STATES BRANCH, 
- HARTFORD, COMM. : 
GEORGE EC. KENDALL, Wanacnn 







INSURANCE COMPANY, 


’ OF AACHEN, CERMANY. 


UNITED STATES BRANCH / 
-— 46 CEDAR ST. 


New yor*”’ 











The Indianapolis Fire Insurance Company. 
Capital paid upin cash, - $200,000.00. 
JOHN H. HOLLIDAY, President. H. C. MARTIN, Secretary. 


Summary of Annual Statement, December 3ist, 1902. 


SE Nc pncccerkerciaeactoneaeihae sue $437,233.69 
Reserve for unearned premiums iesekes sos $127,779.30 
Reserve for unpaid losses..............000- 14,561.36 
Reserve for all other liabilities.............. 1,050.20 
Total liabilities except Capital Stock ....... $143,390.86 
CR I 95 tinge cwiaseeddpeataeucstee 200,000.00 
Surplus over Capital Stock and all other liabil- 
<I Per er ee . 93,842.83 
TE MIN koi ok bi iciwnst448 bia nk eves $437,233.69 











The Columbian National Life 
Insurance Company, 5. mss 


Incorporated under the 
laws of [assachusetts. 


PERCY PARKER 


. President 
WM. BUTLER WOODBRIDGE 


. 2nd Vice-President 














C. H. BUNKER, President. FRANKLIN H. HEAD, Vice-President 
A, A. SMITH, Secretary. H. G. B. ALEXAN DER, 2nd Vice-Prest. and Gen. Mgr. 


CONTINENTAL CASUALTY COMPANY, 


WRITES ALL FORMS OP 


Personal Accident 


and Health Insurance. 
More Than Four Million Dollars Paid to 
| Policyholders, 
GOOD CONTRACTS IN GOOD TERRITORY TO GOOD MEN. 


Producers, Address—H. G. B. ALEXANDER, 2nd Vice-Prest. and Gen. Mgr. 
134 Monroe Street, Chicago. 





PUD ABU DONATE ODO 


Federal Fire Underwriters 


OF ILLINOIS, 


ISSUE NEW YORK STANDARD FORM OF POLICY. 
LIBERAL AMOUNTS PLACED ON SPRINKLED RISKS. 


Surplus Lines Solicited and Placed 


at Tariff Rates. 


L. H. COSLINE, Atty. and Mer., 
184 La Salle St., Chicago. 


DPD PBR TD 
THE 


Richmond Fire Insurance Corporation 


Authorized Capital - - - 
Paid-Up Capital - - - 


3 


GOSS GD ha ITM 











$200,000 
$50,000 


Purely Surplus Lines at Strictly Tariff Rates. 


Bremer, DuFour, Ring & Pinkney Co., 


CENERAL ACENTS, 
90 William Street, ° 7 ° 








NATIONAL LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 


OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


LOUIS G. PHELPS, President 
CHARTERED BY THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT IN 1868 


Full paid capital ONE MILLION DOLLARS. 

An honorable record of 35 years. Over $7,000,000 paid policyholders. 
Insurance in force $40,000,000. All the approved forms of regular life 
policies, some of which may well be termed leaders. 

Men with clean records desiring a connection with a company that 
will help them help themselves are invited to address, 





| P. M. STARNES, Vice-Pres. and Gen. Mgr. 





CASUALTY 
AND 


SURETY CO. St. Louis 


Health — Plate Glass 


Insurance. 


| Union 


Accident — 





Losses Paid in 10 Years, - $3,147,000 





VACANCIES IN EVERY STATE FOR 
GOOD, RELIABLE MEN, 

















| 
| 


NEW YORK, | 


To open, control and develop ter- 
OF ILLINOIS. 


CHICAGO, ILL. 


> 
O 
= 
LJ 
O 
<= 


GEORGE W. RIGGS, Pres. 
W. P. CRENSHAW, Supt. of Ages, 3 


MUTUAL LIFE 
INSURANCE COMPANY 


™ 
~ 
oO 
7 
zs 
QO 


ritory under permanent Renewal 


Contracts. 
Merchants Loan & Trust Bldg., 


| 
Q 
Li 
f- 
= 
< 
s 
| 
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OFFICERS: 


ALEXANDER D. HANNAH, Prest. ier 

DAVID HOGG, Vice Prest.& Treas. 

A. W. HANNAH, Asst. Treasurer. rm W. L. DOGGETT. 
> JOHN G. CAMPBELL. 


JOHN C. EVERETT, Secretary. €& oO oS AN nae Ere ice S$ EDW. F. KEEFER, 
A J. SALOMON, Ass't Sec’y. Sas = SSS JOHN C. EVERETT. 





DIRECTORS: 
ALEXANDER D. HANNAH. 
DAVID HOGG. 

JULIUS KESSLER. 


Incorporated Under the Laws of the State of Illinois. Licensed April 14, 1903. 


Cash Capital - - - - $800,000.00 
Cash Surplus, - 2 = = 50,000.00 
Cash Assets, - - - - $450,000.00 


We will write moderate lines on desirable business under the following conditions: 

There must be at least $100,000 additional insurance in responsible Stock Companies on exact risk. 
Give names of six companies on exact risk. 

Risk must be under the protection of a good fire department and adequate water supply. 

Diagram to be furnished, if possible. 

Rates must be tariff. 

Commission, 10 per cent. 


NEWBURGER & CO., Managers, 
159 La Salle Street, - = ~ > ° = = > = CHICAGO. 

















THE ANCHOR FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY 


228-230 W. FOURTH STREET, CINCINNATI, OHIO. 


LO 
ASSETS. BF ela: Oa 460,536 


SURPLUS TO POLICYHOLDERS © ‘eo 236,382 


JUDGE M. DONNELLY, President. F. D. PRENTICE, Vice-President. 
WILLIAM WOOD, Secretary and General Manager. 











RELIANCE 
LIFE INSURANCE 
COMPANY 


JAMES H. REED, President 


PITTSBURG, PENNA. 


TH MINNESOTA MUTUAL LIFE 
INSURANCE COMPANY, 


Of ST. PAUL, MINN., 








Offers to competent and active young gentlemen, 
whose antecedents will bear investigation, very 
liberal renewal commission contracts for exclusive 
management of most productive territory. Its policies, 
rates and guaranteed settlements, in connection with 
its financial strength, always win in competition. 











The largest and strongest life insu- 
rance company ever organized. 

Write to Superintendent of Agencies, 
Farmers Bank Building. 





J. A. O'Shaughnessy, C. E. Secor, 
Western Field Manager. Eastern Field Manager. 





“The Friend of the Family.” 
























T. R. PALMER, President. DOUGLAS PUTNAM, Secretary. 








— = = 


naw rt, 





